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The Planetary Terrestrial Analogues Library (PTAL) is a dedicated lithological collection that currently consists of
102 terrestrial rock samples selected to be possible Mars analogues. The ultimate goal is improving future remote
mineralogical and petrological analysis on Mars and other planetary bodies based on selected analysis such as
Near- Infrared Reflectance Spectroscopy (NIR), Raman spectroscopy, Laser Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy
(LIBS) and X-ray diffraction (XRD).

Most international standards applied in the remote martian mineralogical and petrological analysis have so far
been based on single, pure mineral analysis, with minimal interferences from other naturally occurring minerals.
Here we present detailed lithological sample evaluations based on field appearance along with optical and XRD
analysis of key terrestrial rock types. The detailed mineralogical and petrological descriptions give good basis for
more complete lithological understanding. In combination with NIR, LIBS and Raman analysis of the very same
samples PTAL aims at improving mineralogical and petrographical information from future rovers on Mars e.g.
NASA's Mars2020-Perseverance and ESA and Roscosmos's ExoMars - Rosalind Franklin.

The PTAL sample collection covers exclusively collected volcanic, magmatic and various sedimentary rocks and
regoliths from well-known locations all over the world. These samples have a general composition comparable to
what is currently known from Mars. The strength of this sample collection is its origin as common whole rock
samples, in which minerals occur in their natural settings. It thereby allows studying possible detection in-
terferences and a comparison of the sensitivity of the different techniques. The collection, in addition, forms the
base for various alteration studies to better understand and explain alteration and weathering conditions on Mars.

The complete results and sample preparations will be available to all scientists interested.
1. Introduction

The aim of the Planetary Terrestrial Analogues Library (PTAL) project
was to build and exploit the spectral library for the characterization of
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Fig. 1. World map with sampling sites marked by red circles. See Table 1 and www.ptal.eu.

H. Dypvik et al. Planetary and Space Science 208 (2021) 105339
and regoliths, thereby enhancing the evaluation of habitability potential.
We mainly set out to collect natural rock samples analogous to the rocks
suggested to be present at the martian landing sites with the purpose of:

1) characterizing rocks and their naturally occurring alteration products
as input for the spectral library with standard commercial and dedi-
cated spacecraft instrumentation (NIR, RAMAN, LIBS, XRD) under
laboratory conditions, and where possible on in-situ field campaigns
at Earth sites analogue to the diversity of the old martian unaltered
and altered crust (Lantz et al., 2020; Loizeau et al., 2020; Veneranda
et al., 2019a and b, 2020, 2021), and

2) performing laboratory experiments under controlled conditions and
documenting rock alteration of these field-collected materials, so that
the impact of varying environmental conditions (e.g., gas pressure,
temperature, pH-value) can be quantified (Viennet et al., 2017; Sætre
et al., 2018). After experiment completion, resulting products were
characterized using standard commercial and dedicated spacecraft
instrumentation (NIR, XRD, SEM-EDS). The alteration products
generally consist of fine grained, clayey material and are stored with
the whole rock sample collection. To insure that the geochemical
reactions were at equilibrium, the altered aqueous solution were
analysed regularly (~every day). The experiments were stopped and
then analysed, when the chemical analysis reached a plateau (Viennet
et al., 2019a and b). All details are described in separate publications
and alteration stage at termination presented.

The PTAL purpose is not to provide direct analogues to the various
landing sites, but to collect protoliths that are comparable of what to be
found on Mars or results martian alteration. PTAL has focussed on the
regions of Mawrth Vallis and Oxia Planum.

All characterized samples are documented in a publicly available
online database, which will allow users to jointly interpret laboratory
results and newly gathered in-situ or remote sensing data using the same
or similar spacecraft instruments for various techniques (LIBS, NIR,
RAMAN) on board of current and future space missions (e.g. Mars Sci-
ence Laboratory, Mars2020, Tianwen, ExoMars2022). The PTAL library
2

is organized as a modern file handling system with search and simple
data manipulation tools, sorted along with the individual sample.
Accessible links to the database are provided at www.ptal.eu, and the
PTAL platform will be ready to be released to public from the end of the
project; September 30th, 2021.

The proposed list of samples reflects the knowledge of remotely-
sensed typical martian rock types, and those to be found at some of the
rover landing sites. All samples are characterized based on field
appearance and standard optical microscopic descriptions, along with
LIBS/NIR spectroscopy and Raman analysis. X-ray diffraction (XRD)
provides the crystallographic information about the chemical bonds and
non-covalent interactions, whereas scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
and optical microscopy provides information about the sample texture,
chemical composition, as well as crystalline structure and orientation and
relations of materials making up the sample. This characterisation reveals
the detectability of minerals by the different methods carried on the
rovers.

Although no place on Earth is truly like Mars, several sites on our
planet may approximate martian conditions in some specific ways, in
terms of geological processes, mineral transformation and environmental
conditions. The terrestrial analogue sites may apply to either present or
past conditions on Mars. The preselection of the samples to be collected
was strongly driven by rock types and geological settings of Mars in
general and the specific landing site candidates for the ESA's ExoMars
and NASA's Mars 2020 missions, as well as the actual landing sites cho-
sen. This current sample collection is described in more detail in the
following.

In total 102 different sample types of major comparable martian li-
thologies were collected at 31 localities in 8 countries (Fig. 1, Table 1).
The samples were analysed and the data are provided in a publicly
available database. Some of selected samples are applied in alteration
experiments (Viennet et al., 2017; Sætre et al., 2018; Bultel et al., 2019)
following precursor work of Declercqe et al. (2009) and Hellevang et al.
(2013). The database is open to additional samples with the premise of
providing, besides the mineralogical and petrographical characteriza-
tion, also the spectral characterization using space-dedicated

http://www.ptal.eu
mailto:Image of Fig. 1|tif
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Table 1
Sample overview rock types in the PTAL collection.

Dypvik et al., Table 1, sample overview

Sample overview; impactites, volcanics, ultramafics

Geological setting Lithologies Localities

Impactites Impact melt Gardnos, Vredefort, Lonar
Suevite Chesapeake Bay
Impact breccia Vista Allegre, Vargeao Dome,

Lonar
Volcanics Basanite Gran Canary, Tenerife

Tephriphonolite Gran Canary
Phonolite Tenerife
Volcaniclastic Gran Canary, Tenerife, John Day

Valley
Hyaloclatite Gran Canary
Pumice/basanite Gran Canary
Tholeiite –sand, lava Leka, Reykjanes
Basalt, alkali olivine
basalt

John Day Valley, Gran Canary

Rhyolite John Day Valley
Andesite John Day Valley
Ferripicrite Rum, Reykjanes

Ultramafic rocks Gabbro Ullernaasen, Brattaasen
Harzburgite Leka
Dunite Leka
Chromite Leka
Gabbro Leka
Serpentine cgl. Leka
Pyroxenite Antarctica

Sample overview; hydrothermal and altered rock samples
Geological setting Lithologies Locality

Hydrothermal
rocks

Solfatara Reykjanes
Weathering horizons Rio Tinto
Weathering horizons Jaroso Ravine

Altered volcanics Altered phonolite Gran Canary, Tenerife
Altered basalt John Day Valley
Altered rhyolite John Day Valley
Altered andesite John Day Valley

Paleosols Oxisol, andisol, Ultisol,
alfisol

John Day Valley

Altered sediments Altered schists Otago
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instrumentation of the NIR, LIBS and Raman techniques. Currently
sample types of specific mineralogy, such as sulphates, zeolites and me-
teorites in general are scarce in the present collection. However, we have
focused on the protoliths, and dedicated alteration experiments in
controlled environmental conditions to avoid biological medation or any
bias of the terrestrial atmosphere composition in the alteration processes.
We have addressed the mineral assemblages formed due to aqueous
alteration in the experiments, which have been documented in several
separate papers (Viennet et al., 2017, 2019a and b, Bultel et al., 2019,
Sætre et al., 2018, Veneranda et al., 2020, 2021, and Krzesinska et al.,
2021).

The composition of the martian igneous crust is likely more complex
than classically assumed being dominated by sub-alkaline basalt
composition (McSween et al., 2009). The record of aqueous alteration of
this crust is potentially as diverse as the record of alteration on Earth. The
diversity of secondary mineral associations most likely reflect the di-
versity of water-related processes such as: precipitation/evaporation in
lakes and basins, pedogenesis, diagenesis, hydrothermal processes
(linked to impact crater formation or heated aquifer), metasomatism,
metamorphism and possibly deuteric alteration (Bibring et al., 2005;
Gendrin et al., 2005; Poulet et al., 2005; Squyres and Knoll, 2005;
Mustard et al., 2008; Murchie et al., 2009; Morris et al., 2010; Michalski
and Niles, 2010; Carter et al., 2013, 2015, Meunier et al., 2012; Squyres
et al., 2012; Nachon et al., 2014; Michalski et al., 2015). Each of these
processes has potential to drive the alteration towards different mineral
assemblages, when affecting different protolith. Considering limitations
of current orbital techniques in detection of felsic minerals, it is likely
3

that the complexity of processes operating in martian crust is broadly
underestimated (Carter and Poulet, 2013). The problem is further
increased by a common application of mono-mineral spectral analogue
databases (or artificial mixtures of minerals) to interpret spectra remotely
sensed for martian lithologies. Current spectral analogue libraries are
compared to data representing whole rock composition. This may result
in an underestimation of some minor minerals that cannot be observed
directly. Although these problems are present at all scales of investiga-
tion, it is even more important in remote sensing analysis where the
mixtures occur at a meter/kilometre scale.

The PTAL is a collection of analogue rocks. It is important to
emphasize that analogy refers to best mineralogical match. This analogy
does not necessarily have to imply processes of formation or origin. We
know for Earth that various chemical pathways, operating at different
conditions, may affect rocks throughout their evolution and still manifest
in similar mineral composition of final rocks. Therefore, analogue in
understanding of this collection is to designate similarity in signal (for all
instruments) of the whole rock due to the mineralogical association and
configuration (nature of the mixture and crystallinity of minerals). Our
definition of analogue used here signify that the rock compositions
investigated in PTAL are not directly linked to specific processes. Rather,
the different analogues were picked to provide optimal signal in-
terpretations while the possible formation or alteration processes can be
related only to the terrestrial geological setting. Its applicability to Mars
requires the investigation of the geological setting of the region in which
these minerals are detected on Mars. The strength of the PTAL library is
that it is being built with data derived from the instruments that will be
used in the next generation rover missions on Mars (Bibring et al., 2017;
Korablev et al., 2017; Rull et al., 2017; Wiens et al., 2017). The results
can certainly serve as a base for exploration of other bodies in the Solar
System.

1.1. The martian geology and mission targets

Mars is primarily a basaltic planet with rocks exposed on its surface,
commonly being of igneous origin (e.g. McSween et al., 2009). Mineral
and chemical composition of martian crust have mostly been investigated
by the combination of martian meteorite analyses and remote sensing
techniques from orbit and complemented with in-situ analysis by rovers.
The latter provides excellent and detailed data, yet only local informa-
tion, while global datasets of wider range are gathered from orbital an-
alyses. As for now, orbital data are the most comprehensive source of
accessible martian mineralogical information. These orbital in-
vestigations tend to highlight predominance of mafic minerals, such as
olivine and pyroxene (discerning low and high calcium pyroxene; here-
after abbreviated LCP and HCP respectively) in the martian crust (Ody
et al., 2012), suggesting generally mafic or ultramafic character of
martian rocks. Additionally, olivine – the mineral proxy of ultramafic
rocks – reaches locally up to 20% and even higher of the martian surface
rock composition (Poulet et al., 2009; Riu et al., 2019). The martian
basalts have been classified (following Irvine and Baragar, 1971) as e.g.
picritic basalts and komatiites, but commonly as basalts/basaltic andesite
or andesite. Riu et al. (2019) also report that minerals such as plagioclase
are present on martian surface in amount equal to or even higher than
pyroxenes (50-40%).

Felsic components are relatively difficult to detect with NIR tech-
niques (Poulet and Erard, 2004), but several studies report on exposures
of plagioclase-dominated, anorthosite-like material (Carter and Poulet,
2013; Wray et al., 2013). Furthermore, the existence of even more
silica-enriched rocks on Mars has been confirmed by in-situ analyses, e.g.
alkali basalt to trachyte and granodiorite-like materials like terrestrial
tonalite–trondhjemite–granodiorite (TTG) (Sautter et al., 2015, 2016,
2016; Edwards et al., 2017).

Recent remote-sensing and in situ findings on Mars broadly agree
with results gained by analysis of martian meteorites. Despite that the
majority of martian meteorites, based on their chemical composition,



Fig. 2. Experimental set up batch/flow through ©Parr reactor, Department of geosciences, University of Oslo.
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Fig. 3. Example of PTAL sample sheet/sheets, illustrating sample formation and basic petrographical and mineralogical descriptions, along with overview results of
bulk XRD analysis. It should be noted that the sample sheet collection includes photographs and LIBS/Raman/NIR spectra. The samples are stored in the University of
Oslo, while the spectra are to be found in the University of Valladolid (www.ptal.eu).

Fig. 4. A) Sample VO16-0001 from Vargeao Dome, Brazil and field photo of shatter cones from Crosta et al. (2012). B) Thin section (blue stained epoxy) photos (upper
photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers) of sample VO16-0001 from Vargeao Dome, Brazil. Scale bar in photos.

H. Dypvik et al. Planetary and Space Science 208 (2021) 105339
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indeed fall into categories of ultramafic and mafic rocks (e.g., Lodders,
1998; Papike et al., 2009), some basaltic shergottites contain late-stage
mesostasis of granite-like composition (Filiberto et al., 2014; Udry
et al., 2017) and nakhlite K-rich mesostasis can be connected to evolved
differentiation processes (Viennet et al., 2020). This suggests that magma
fractionation and formation with evolved silica-rich compositions may
have occurred on Mars. Furthermore, martian basaltic breccias such as
the paired specimens NWA 7034 and NWA 7533, contain a significant
fraction of mm- to cm-sized igneous clasts that reveal mineral composi-
tions characteristic of andesitic and noritic-monzonitic suites, or even
trachytes (Humayun, 2013; Santos et al., 2015; McCubbin et al., 2016;
Hewins et al., 2017). The origin of evolved martian lithologies is, how-
ever, still not fully understood and remains debated.

Investigations by remote sensing, in situ rover studies and analyses of
meteorites indicate that the martian crust contains more Fe and Mn in
bulk (and lower Mg/Si) compared to the Earth (Dreibus and W€anke,
1985; Taylor, 2013). Most importantly, based on rock compositions
derived from orbital spectroscopy as well as basaltic meteorites
(McSween et al., 2009), the martian surface is interpreted to be domi-
nated by rocks of subalkaline suites. However, since the martian mantle
is rich in alkalis (Dreibus and W€anke, 1985; Trønnes et al., 2019),
geochemical models suggest that rocks of alkali-magma suites should be
present on the surface of Mars (e.g., Carter and Poulet, 2013).

A large fraction of the martian surface is suggested to be older than
3.8 Gyrs (Noachian surface comprises roughly 60% of the surface,
Tanaka et al., 2014). However, whether these ancient terrains are pri-
mary crust or younger volcanic units is also still debated. As such,
composition of primary martian crust is not known and, furthermore, it is
not entirely understood whether primary crust is buried beneath the
volcanic terrains or is remolten. However, insight into the oldest crust
composition can be obtained from analysis of impact craters. Results of
such studies (Flahaut et al., 2011; Skok et al., 2012) point at the presence
of LCP-rich primitive crust and younger crust being more HCP-rich. The
high-calcium varieties (e.g. augite) are often associated with younger
volcanic strata, while the low-calcium forms (e.g. enstatite) are more
common in old highland terrains (Mustard et al., 2005). This trend is also
confirmed by analysis of the global remote sensing dataset (Riu et al.,
2019) and is reflected in composition of the ALH 84001 meteorite (e.g.
Mittlefehldt, 1994; Papike et al., 2009 and references therein).

Mars has been a wetter planet in its earliest periods, known from
geomorphological and mineralogical evidence (e.g. Howard et al., 2005;
Goudge et al., 2012; Williams et al., 2013). Therefore, a part of martian
surfacemineralogy and composition results fromwater-rock interactions.
A wide range of secondary minerals has formed due to interaction of the
crustal rocks and water. The mineral associations include various com-
binations of clays that can be Al-, Al-Fe, Fe,Mg- or Mg-rich, carbonates
(Ehlmann et al., 2008; Bultel et al., 2019), sulphates (Thollot et al., 2012;
Flahaut et al., 2015; Weitz et al., 2011), zeolites, hydrated silica (Carter
et al., 2013; Dehouck et al., 2012; Ehlmann et al., 2009), and iron oxides
(Gendrin et al., 2005; Mass�e et al., 2008). The specific combination of
mineral assemblages suggests varying water-rock interactions on Mars.
Martian alteration products observed by remote-sensing methods are
heterogeneous, and show the largest variety in Noachian terrains that
exhibit a significant part of water-related mineralogy present on the
planet (Carter, 2012). The presence of above-mentioned alteration
minerals on the martian surface is confirmed by studies of meteorites,
especially of nakhlites. This group of meteorites contain assemblages of
Fe, Mg-clays, Fe, Mg- and Mn, Ca-carbonates, Ca-sulphates and halides
(Bridges and Grady, 1999; Changela and Bridges, 2010; Lee et al., 2015).
However, nakhlites are suggested to be excavated from a lava pile, and
associations of alteration minerals found in nakhlites vary from sample to
sample and furthermore, the distribution of elements among the various
minerals is not constant (Changela and Bridges, 2010). The
Noachian-aged orthopyroxenite, ALH 84001, contains carbonates that
form rosettes with zonal Ca, Fe, Mg, Mn-composition (e.g. Borg et al.,
1999; Corrigan and Harvey, 2004; Moyano-Cambero et al., 2017).
6

The origin of carbonates is not fully agreed upon (e.g. Valley et al.,
1997; Warren, 1998; Brearley, 1998; Treiman et al., 2002; Corrigan and
Harvey, 2004; Moyano-Cambero et al., 2017), and in contrast to the
image perceived by remote sensing, the carbonates are not found asso-
ciated with clay minerals. Most of the martian carbonates may have a
hydrothermal origin (Ehlmann et al., 2008, 2009; Wray et al., 2013),
weathering origin (Bultel et al., 2019; Mandon et al., 2020) or even a
possible sedimentary origin (Horgan et al., 2020).

The oldest (Noachian) rocks are rich in olivine (Ody et al., 2012), but
typically olivine could weather into clay minerals (e.g. Fe/Mg smecti-
te/saponite/nontronite) in the presence of liquid water. Olivine can also
appear together with Mg-carbonates, a possible product of olivine
weathering involving aqueous or gaseous CO2. Therefore, areas with
large exposures of unaltered olivine-bearing rocks may indicate rather
fresh erosion and that liquid water was not abundant since time of
exposure.

Impact craters of all sizes are very common on the planets, so onMars.
More than 42.000 craters larger than 5 km in diameter exist on Mars
(Barlow, 1988). Therefore, different varieties of impactites (e.g. impact
breccias, suevites and melt rocks) should be abundant on Mars. Even if a
variety of surface processes can remove the morphological expression of
impacts, traces of the different impactites can still be present.

Sediments and sedimentary rocks are commonly identified on Mars,
e.g. as fluvial and aeolian sequences, in the interior of several canyons,
scree, avalanche, mass flow and lacustrine deposits within the many
craters or other topographic depressions. Sedimentary successions
probably also comprise much of the deposits in the northern lowlands,
possible sites of fossil life to be detected. The main focus of the library is
the collection of relevant protoliths, which can be viewed as the prove-
nance lithologies for the different martian sedimentary phases, along
with products of the alteration experiments (Viennet et al. 2017, 2019,
2019; Bultel et al., 2019; Sætre et al., 2018; Veneranda et al., 2020a,
2021; Krzesinska et al., 2021).

2. Analytical methods

The analytical aims were optimal field and sample descriptions for the
library, and suitable sample sizes and quality. All locations sampled are
described based on our fieldwork, published information, along with
direct support and close involvement of local geologist experts. Complete
sample descriptions and background information are given in www
.ptal.eu.

The basic sample preparation, like cutting/sawing and crushing, was
conducted at the Department of Geosciences, University of Oslo, Norway.
The samples (normally between 200 and 400 g) were first split in
different pieces, a large half was stored and not prepared any further,
while the rest was processed into thin sections and different crushed
(coarse (silt, sand and gravel) and fine (<2 μm)) phases. Part of the split
was first cut and then crushed into sand-sized particles by applying a
sling mill, then further crushed/micronized to a fine powder fraction of
very fine silt and clay-sized particles. In the PTAL rock library, untreated
and cut pieces are curated along with the different crushed samples
fractions. The samples were photographed (www.ptal.eu). Besides the
analytical base description of standard field notes, optical thin section
studies and bulk X-ray diffraction (XRD) analysis, the samples have been
analysed by NIR, Raman, and LIBS analytical methods commonly used in
the different space programs, in both remote settings as well as by
martian rovers. All these data are gathered in the PTAL library (www
.ptal.eu).

2.1. Petrographic characterization with optical microscopy on thin sections
and XRD analysis

Fresh cuts of each sample were made as 30 μm thin slides, so-called
thin sections. The soft and poorly cemented sediments, altered rocks,
porous and loose samples were impregnated with blue-stained epoxy

http://www.ptal.eu
http://www.ptal.eu
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before thin sectioning. The samples were cut and double polished, before
being studied and described for the library. The thin sections are un-
covered and can therefore be used in e.g. future SEM and microprobe
analysis. Thin section photos are included in the library collection.

The fine grained, homogenized micronized fractions were used in the
bulk XRD analysis. The unoriented samples were run from 2 to 65� 2Ɵ on
a Bruker D8 Advance diffractometer (40 kV and 40 mA) with CuKα ra-
diation, without internal standards. In the identification, the Bruker's
program diffract.eva was applied in combination with the Powder
Diffraction Files of the International Center for Diffraction Data (ICDD)
for peak comparison by applying the Rietveld method. The relative
content of the volcanic glass was determined (with an accuracy of �2%)
by applying the full pattern fitting method of Chipera and Bish
(2013)(Viennet et al., 2017, 2019a and b).

2.2. Raman spectroscopy

Raman spectroscopy is a non-destructive analytical technique that
investigates the inelastic scattering (e.g., vibrational and rotational
modes) emitted by a sample upon excitation with a monochromatic
source (laser). Knowing that each molecule has a characteristic vibration
pattern (fingerprint), the interpretation of Raman spectra is carried out
by comparison with standard materials. As Raman spectroscopy can
detect both organic and inorganic molecules, this technique is particu-
larly suitable to investigate the mineralogical composition of analogue
materials, as well to detect the presence of putative organic compounds
within their inorganic matrix (e.g., biomarkers).

Raman analysis of PTAL samples was carried out by the ERICA
research group, at the University of Valladolid, Spain. For this purpose,
two types of instruments were used. The preliminary characterization of
powdered samples was performed through the MicroRaman system.
Assembled in the laboratory, the instrument is composed of the following
commercial components: a Research Electro-Optics LSRP-3501 excita-
tion laser (Helium–Neon) emitting at 633 nm, a Kaiser Optical Systems
Inc. (KOSI) a HFPH Raman probe, a KOSI Holospec1.8i spectrometer and
an Andor DV420A-OE-130 CCD detector. The Nikon Eclipse E600 mi-
croscope coupled to the system is equipped with interchangeable long
WD objectives of 5�, 10�, 20�, 50� and 100�. Depending on the
mineralogical heterogeneity of the sample under analysis, between 15
and 30 spectra were collected by focusing the excitation laser on the most
interesting mineral grains. The operator manually selects the acquisition
parameters (including acquisition time and number of accumulations),
while spectra collection was performed through the Hologram 4.0
software.

Raman peak positions and intensity are not affected by temperature
or pressure conditions. When comparing Raman analysis under martian
and terrestrial conditions only minor differences have been registered.

Additional Raman analysis have been carried out by means of the so-
called RLS (Raman Laser Spectrometer) ExoMars simulator, which is a
laboratory spectrometer that provide spectra qualitatively comparable to
those the ExoMars/RLS system will gather on Mars. The instrument is
composed of a BWN-532 excitation laser (B&WTek) emitting at 532 nm,
a BTC162 high resolution TE Cooled CCD Array spectrometer (B&WTek)
and an optical head with a long WD objective of 50�. Through this
configuration, the spectrometer resembles the range of analysis (70-
4200 cm�1), the working distance (�15 mm), the laser power output
(20 mW), the spectral resolution (6-10 cm�1) and the spot size (�50 μm)
of the RLS instrument. The RLS ExoMars Simulator is also coupled to a
vertical and horizontal positioner emulating the original Sample Prepa-
ration and Distribution System (SPDS) of the ExoMars rover. Further-
more, the instrument integrates the same algorithms developed for the
RLS to operate autonomously on Mars, including autofocus and acqui-
sition parameters optimization (Lopez-Reyes, 2017). Through this spec-
trometer, PTAL samples were analysed by simulating the operational
constraint of the RLS. Thus, 39 spots per analogue were automatically
analysed, this being the maximum number of spectra the RLS will collect
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from each martian sample. Data were acquired using a custom developed
software based on LabVIEW 2013 (National Instruments).

Through the combined use of MicroRaman and RLS ExoMars Simu-
lator system, over 5000 spectra were collected (Veneranda, 2019a).
Raman data were visualized and treated by using the analytical tools of
the IDAT/Spectpro, which is a software developed by the RLS team to
receive, decode, calibrate and verify the telemetries generated by the RLS
instrument on Mars (Lopez-Reyes, 2018). Spectra are interpreted by
comparison with the RRUFF mineral spectra database (LaFuente, 2015)
and our own RLS-ExoMars spectral database. Results of the Raman in-
vestigations are reported already by Veneranda et al. (2019a, 2019b;
2020).

The employed instrument (RLS Simulator) has been assembled to
provide a similar SNR to the RLS-flight spare model (FS). Therefore, we
are expecting the spectra collected in the lab to be qualitatively compa-
rable to the one collected on Mars. A detailed comparison of the spec-
troscopic outcome ensured by RLS-Simulator and RLS-FS instruments is
provided in a dedicated manuscript which is currently under review in
the Journal of Raman spectroscopy (Lopez-Reyes et al., in review).

2.3. Laser Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy analyses

The Laser Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy (LIBS) spectral mea-
surements have been performed at the Institute de Recherche en Astro-
physique et Planetologie (IRAP) in Toulouse, France. The instrument
used is the ChemCam/Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) replica (Maurice
et al., 2012; Wiens et al., 2012). More details about the ChemCam replica
can be found in Rapin et al. (2015). The experimental setup is made of
two parts: the Mast Unit (MU), which corresponds to the telescope, laser
and electronics, and the Body Unit (BU), which corresponds mainly to the
spectrometers. The Mast Unit is hosted at �10 �C for better laser irra-
diance, whereas the Body Unit is at ambient temperature. The three
spectrometers record the spectrum from the UV to the NIR domain
(called UV, VIO and VNIR). Targets were placed at 1.7 m from the in-
strument, in a Mars chamber (where the Mars pressure and atmosphere
are reproduced).

The LIBS technique is a rapid chemical analysis that uses a short laser
pulse to create a micro-plasma on the sample surface. The light emitted
by the plasma is collected and its spectrum recorded. The technique does
not require any particular sample preparation. All the major elements can
be detected (Si, Ti, Al, Fe, Mg, Ca, Na, K), as well as several minor/trace
elements, such as H, Li, C, N, F, P, S, Cl, Cr, Mn, Ni, Cu, Zn, Rb, Sr, Ba, and
Pb.

The powders used for the PTAL library have all a grain size that is
lower than the ChemCam laser spot size (that is around 300 μm).
Therefore, the signal obtained is the same, whatever the type of powder.
For that reason, only the coarse-grained powders have been sampled with
LIBS. Before analysis, samples have been prepared as follows: The pow-
der samples were first heated for at least 2 h at 105 �C, in order to avoid
later violent degassing when in the Mars chamber under vacuum.
Thereafter they were placed in the Mars chamber for at least 2 h, at a
vacuum pressure around 10�3 mbar. This step ensured that the samples
did not degas much during the experiment, and that the H line observed
cannot be related to adsorbed water. Finally, Mars atmosphere (96%
CO2, 2% N2, 2% Ar) up to 6.5 mbar (�0.5 mbar) was injected into the
chamber. Each sample was analysed at three different random spots with
the ChemCam replica, for each spot usually up to 30 laser shots would be
used. However, as the thickness of the powder was not sufficient in most
cases (not enough material), so that already after a few shots the glass
container was reached. For this reason, most of the powders have then
been sampled using only 10 shots, and no change in signal registered due
to grain size differences.

Data acquired are processed in the same way as the ChemCam data
(Wiens et al., 2013), subtracting the dark, removing the noise, the con-
tinuum, and calibrating the spectrum in wavelength. The quantification
step (Clegg et al., 2017) is not available with this setup (only for specific
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studies, developing their own quantification), and will be reported later.
At ChemCam (Curiosity), the SNR was better on Mars than in the lab, but
generally SNR may be different between Mars and the lab, simply
because conditions are not the same (e.g. temperature of spectrometers
or different optical paths).

2.4. Near-infrared reflectance spectrometry

In the region of solar reflected light (0.3–4 μm), several minerals
show diagnostic absorption bands due to vibrational overtones, elec-
tronic transitions, charge transfer, and conduction processes (Clark et al.,
1990). The near-infrared reflectance spectrometry (NIR) has proven to be
one of the best ways to characterize any sample in a quick and
non-destructive way. This technique has been successfully applied in
space exploration to remotely study planetary objects. When coupled to
imaging capabilities, it provides unique clues for the history of the parent
body in a geological context, in spite the difficulties of e.g. quartz and
feldspar identification (Carter and Poulet, 2013).

The NIR characterization of PTAL samples therefore fits well into the
context of future space exploration of Mars. The NIR registration for
PTAL library consists of two steps: 1) to acquire NIR spectra with a lab-
oratory PerkinElmer point spectrometer of all homogeneous crushed
samples and 2) to characterize with the NIR hyperspectral imaging mi-
croscope MicrOmega/ExoMars2022 flight spare model all bulk samples
that are heterogeneous in texture. These two NIR instruments do not aim
to look at the same kind of samples. The point spectrometer Perkin is
appropriate to analyse powders in which all minerals are mixed; it thus
emphasizes the averaged composition of the samples over a one mm-
sized spot. MicrOmega is dedicated to observing heterogeneous rocks
where inclusions can be detected at the pixel size (20 μm) of the detector
(Bibring et al., 2017). The spatial information provided by MicrOmega is
less suitable for the crushed samples (powders) because the grain size is
generally smaller than the pixel size. Consequently, we did not plan to
measure systematically the powdered samples with MicrOmega, but
rather cuts of the samples based on their mineralogy to show some
MicrOmega observations of powder samples and to confirm that the
crushing process homogenizes the composition (Loizeau et al., 2020).
Specifically, the reflectance spectroscopy using the commercial setup
(PerkinElmer Spectrum 100 N Fourier Transform spectrometer) was
performed under ambient temperature and pressure conditions. The
selected spectral resolution was 4 cm�1 over the range 0.8–4.2 μm, and
the collecting spot size about 1 mm. The measurements protocol and the
detailed analyses of the PTAL samples are specified in Lantz et al. (2020).

MicrOmega is a generic space instrument built at Institut d’As-
trophysique Spatiale (IAS), Paris-Saclay University, France. This instru-
ment was selected to characterize PTAL bulk samples at the microscopic
scale in the NIR range. The main advantage of MicrOmega relative to the
Perkin spectrometer consists in its capability to perform spectral imaging
of samples at the spatial resolution of 20 μm, which is extremely useful
for inhomogeneous bulk samples. A specific MicrOmega workbench has
been developed for characterizing the numerous PTAL samples in an
automatic way (Loizeau et al., 2020). The campaign of observations was
held from April to June 2019 and detailed analyses are presented in
Loizeau et al. (submitted).

MicrOmega operations within a chamber with dry atmosphere (N2)
and a cold instrument and cold sample, were mainly decided to create an
environment more favorable to long operations with the instrument at
high signal/noise ratio, as will be mostly the case on Mars. The instru-
ment can operate outside of this chamber but the main difference is a
lower signal/noise ratio. Due to the similar conditions between the lab-
oratory chamber and the martian surface (similar instrument model,
equivalent temperature of the instrument and samples), the signal/noise
ratio is expected to be very comparable between PTAL data and data from
the Rosalind Franklin rover.
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2.5. Experimental work on mineral alteration in martian conditions

The experimental laboratory consists of four 600 mL Parr© reactors,
two made in Hastelloy® steel and two in titanium, both resistant to
corrosive fluids and gases. The upper temperature and pressure limits for
these reactors are 250 (titanium) and 350 �C (steel), and 350 bar. These
reactors can operate as stirred batch reactors or when equipped with a
liquid pump and back-pressure regulator as flow-through reactors. Liquid
and vapour phase sampling can be done during operation (Fig. 2). In
addition to the Parr© reactors, one tubular titanium reactor was designed
specifically to create chemical gradients along a flow path, and to better
understand how weathering products depends on the chemical variables
(e.g., pH).

The aims of the first batch of experiments were to assess to what
extent water saturation affects chemical weathering of basalt, and how
CO2 in vapour and temperature may affect unsaturated chemical
weathering (Sætre et al., 2018). The other study focussed on the
competition between dioctahedral/trioctahedral phyllosilicate/carbo-
nate/zeolite formation as a function of various CO2 partial pressures in
the atmosphere and water (Viennet et al., 2017). Both works furthermore
explored the relative detectability of NIR compared to in-house labora-
tory methods such as XRD and SEM. In the experiments, a basaltic glass of
tholeiitic composition (Stapafell, Iceland) served as martian analogue
material.

The aim of the second batch experiments was to reproduce mineral-
ogical analogue to Oxia Planum, ExoMars 2022 landing site. The closed-
system equipment was used for this and the samples are characterized by
the same methods as both, the collected natural analogues and other
experimental products. The influence of water-rock composition, pH,
salinity and CO2 pressure was tested (Krzesi�nska et al., 2019, 2021).

The third set of experiments simulated an open system. Flow through
experiments were performed, with equipment suitable to create chemical
gradients along a flow path, in order to understand how weathering
products in martian surface conditions depend on the solubility of ma-
terial in various environmental conditions. Composition of the solution
of alteration reflecting different possible density and composition of at-
mosphere, pH, and salinity. In the experiment, fluid was percolated
through tholeiitic basalt samples distributed with a specific stratification.
Alteration products were characterised in the PTAL framework sepa-
rately for each stratum to understand how fluid composition is affected
by dissolution and how the changed fluid influences alteration of
following strata (Viennet et al., 2019a).

2.6. Sample characterisation and the level of alteration

The sample description gives a general geological overview of sample
appearance, with additional emphasis on the degree of weathering and
alteration. The samples have therefore visually been classified into de-
grees of weathering and alteration; five different classes, 1 to 5.

Class 1 is a fresh, unaltered rock, while class 5 represents an almost
completely weathered/altered rock, a so-called saprolite in the case of
soil weathering. In class 1 there are no visible signs of material alteration,
while class 2 represents a slightly altered, fairly coherent rock, with
possible discoloration on and along discontinuity surfaces. Class 3 is a
moderately altered rock, and less than half of the rock material is
decomposed. It is classified as a saprock in weathering sections. In class 4,
more than half of the rock material is decomposed and the rock can be
classified as a poorly to moderately developed saprolite in the case of
weathering sections. Class 5 is completely altered, but the original rock
structure is partly intact; a saprolite in weathering sections.

3. Sampling sites and locations

Based on the general geological knowledge of Mars composition and
landing sites, the different analogue sites were selected for the PTAL li-
brary, not to provide analogues for the landing sites, but protoliths
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similar to e.g. Mawrth Vallis and Oxia Planum (Fig. 1 and Table 1). In
combination with accessibility, published information and local geo-ex-
pert's recommendations, the very best analogue sites were chosen. The
sample collection display broad compositional variations and could be of
interest for representing several different comparable martian lithologies
(Fig. 3). The library will be updated with new samples as research pro-
gresses, and more martian and experimental/analytical knowledge is
gained.

The selected analogue locations include volcanic sites, weathered
volcanic and sedimentary lithologies, gabbroic sites, hydrothermal de-
posits, impact craters, various sands, fine-grained sediments and clay rich
formations. Table 1 gives an overview of main locations and lithologies.
It should be noted, that these samples are the starting point for experi-
mental/alteration studies, in trying to approach and better understand
the composition of weathered or otherwise chemically altered Mars. In
the following, we present the samples and sampling sites according to
rock types.
Fig. 5. Rock sample (left photo) and thin section (blue stained epoxy)(middle photo
with crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 6. Geological map of the Gardnos crater (Kalleson, 2009) and field photo with v
photo show outcrop of the boundary between suevite (upper left) and impact brecc

Fig. 7. A) Impact melt rock sample (GN 16-0001) of Gardnos and to the right (B) th
right photo crossed polarizers). Scale bar in photos.
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3.1. Impact crater sites

Impact craters are abundant on the surface of Mars, and as expected,
plenty in old Noachian terrains. Accordingly, impact related alteration of
rocks and minerals plays a role on Mars (Newsom, 1980; Allen et al.,
1982; Hellevang et al., 2013). A few recent studies focus on the influence
of impact processes and shock metamorphism in relation to the
post-impact formation of hydrated materials (Tornabene et al., 2013;
Cannon andMustard, 2015; Michalski et al., 2017). The relationship may
be two-fold, water-bearing minerals are most susceptible for damage as
result of shock metamorphism (e.g. Ivanov and Deutsch, 2002). There-
fore, they may be removed or significantly reprocessed in the proximity
of impact structures. Simultaneously, impact is capable of releasing heat
that may be enough to melt buried, subsurface ice and forming hydro-
thermal cells leading to precipitation of aqueous minerals locally in parts
of impact structures (e.g. Osinski et al., 2013). Moreover, it is likely that
the martian landing sites contain impact related material (Pan et al.,
2019), even if an impact origin cannot be recognized due to post-impact
, ordinary light) of Vista Allegre sample VA 16-0001. Right photo ordinary light

iew from East towards West of the Gardnos crater (middle photo). The far right
ia (Gardnos Breccia)(lower right).

in section photos (blue stained epoxy) of the same (middle photo ordinary light,

mailto:Image of Fig. 5|tif
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Fig. 8. Chesapeake Bay Crater map. The 85 km in diameter crater marked with a large red ring, Eyreville Core from small red ring area. The lower photo shows core
sample of suevite (WH16-0014) from the Eyreville Core.

Fig. 9. Thin section (blue stained epoxy) photos of Chesapeake Bay sample WH16-0014. The thin section contains shocked quartz, not to be seen here. Left photo
ordinary light, right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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Fig. 10. Rock sample VR 16-0001 from Vredefort Crater, melt rock (to the left). Thin section (blue stained epoxy) photos to the right; middle photo ordinary light, far
right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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geological modifications of the site. Both landing sites are densely
impacted and the giant Isidis impact crater (about 1500 km in diameter)
near Mars 2020 landing site also definitely show its presence e.g. with
fracture systems and megabreccias (Mustard et al., 2008). Therefore,
impact and shock related materials were considered for building a library
that will be used in Mars studies.

Impact cratering results in obvious crater structures along with
impact breccias, suevites and melt rocks, so-called impactites (French,
1998), and have been recognized in all analogue impact sites selected.
The following relevant impactite samples have been included in the PTAL
library (Fig. 1): impact melt (Gardnos, Norway, Vredefort, South Africa),
suevite (Chesapeake Bay, USA), and impact breccias (Vista Allegre and
Vargeao Dome, Brazil, Lonar, India). The latter two craters formed in
basaltic terrain, which is rare on Earth, but common on Mars. The other
felsic target areas (Gardnos, Vredefort, Chesapeake Bay) may possibly be
more appropriate analogues for the younger martian terrains, which
could include more evolved igneous rocks.

The Vargeao Dome structure is a complex impact crater (12,4 km in
diameter). Its impact origin was demonstrated by Crosta et al. (2012)
based on shocked quartz and shatter cones from the site (Figs. 1 and 4).
The impact occurred during the Lower Cretaceous (123 � 1.4 Ma ago)
into a more than 100 m thick succession of similar aged lavas and
sandstones (Serra Geral Formation) of the Parana Basin, southern Brazil.
It is one of the few terrestrial craters in basaltic target rocks. The library
samples from this site are different impact breccias and un-brecciated
basalt.

100 km southeast to the Vargeao Dome, is the location of the Vista
Alegre impact crater (Crosta et al., 2010). The diameter is a 9.5 km and
115 Ma of age. The crater samples are represented by a poorly sorted,
polymict, matrix supported breccia rich in volcanic clasts from 20 μm to
more than 0,5 cm in size. Plagioclase (anorthite, albite), with minor
amounts of quartz, potash feldspar dominate, but dispersed minor grains
of augite, diopside, saponite, stellerite (zeolite) are found along with
traces of calcite and dolomite (Fig. 5).

The Lonar crater (Buldhana district, Maharashtra, India) is a simple
crater, with a present day diameter of 1.9 km and depth of 150 m (Senthil
Kumar et al., 2014). It was formed in the basaltic target of the Deccan
large igneous province (LIP). The target rock represent tholeiite basalts
crystallized at 65 Ma. The age of crater itself is not certain, but within the
range of 52 and 570 ka (Sengupta et al., 1997; Jourdan et al., 2011). The
impact event caused significant brecciation of the basement and forma-
tion of impact glasses that were incorporated into ejecta as spherules and
impact bombs. The three samples included into PTAL collection represent
target basalt, shock fractured basaltic fragment and impact melt from
proximal ejecta, outside the crater rim.

The Gardnos impact structure in southern Norway (Figs. 6 and 7) is a
5 km in diameter, complex crater that has been dated to 546 Ma (French
et al., 1997; Kalleson, 2009; Kalleson et al., 2009, 2010). A 250 m large
impactor hit the granitic gneisses and quartzites of the Precambrian
basement and created a wide selection of impactites, in the PTAL library
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represented by the impact melt. Goderis et al. (2009) geochemically
characterized the impactor as an IA or IIIC non-magmatic iron meteorite.
The Gardnos impact melt (Fig. 7) is rich in chlorite, illite, amphibole and
feldspars (e.g. orthoclase, anorthite). The mineral grains are floating in a
fine-grained recrystallized matrix. The grains are generally poorly sorted
and spanning grain sizes from 0,5 cm down to just a few μm.

The Chesapeake Bay impact crater is a late Eocene (35.4 Ma), 85 km
in diameter impact structure, which has been sampled by numerous drill
cores and studied in great detail (e.g. Poag et al., 2004; Belkin and
Horton, 2009; Gohn et al., 2009; Dypvik et al., 2018) (Figs. 8 and 9). The
crater fill succession of the Chesapeake Bay Crater consists of large
thicknesses of various mass flow deposits covering crushed basement and
partly melted rocks, so-called suevites (Dypvik et al., 2018) (Fig. 8). The
core samples included in the PTAL collection show fairly well preserved
suevites, consisting of melt material, illite/smectite clay minerals, quartz
and some minor cristoballite, along with small amounts of anorthite,
sanidine and orthoclase (Fig. 9).

The more than 300 km across Vredefort Crater formed about 2000
million years ago and is the largest verified impact crater on the Earth
(Gibson and Reimold, 2008). In the PTAL collection a surface sample of
impact melt from the Leeukop Quarry has been included (Fig. 10). It
consists of quartz, albite, anorthite, small amounts of orthoclase, illite,
biotite and dolomite. In the thin section it is seen to be completely
recrystallized after impact and dominated by plagioclase and myrmekitic
intergrowth of quartz and feldspar. Small crystals of amphibole (horn-
blende) and biotite (Fe-rich) are also present in-between the large feld-
spar crystals.
3.2. Volcanic igneous rocks

A wide range of igneous rocks has been included in the library
collection, e.g. tholeiitic basalts and phonolites, picrites, andesites, and
basanites. Several fairly fresh volcanic formations were sampled at:
Tenerife and Gran Canaria (Spain), Iceland, John Day Valley (Oregon,
US), Dry Valleys (Antarctica) and Rum (Scotland) (Fig. 1 and Table 1). At
Leka (Norway), altered/weathered Palaeozoic tholeiitic pillow lavas
were sampled along with a broad collection of ultramafic lithologies. It is
difficult to state the present degree of weathering and alteration of the
basalts, but a rough evaluation can be presented based on analysing the
olivine in place and the amounts of smectite present. The ultramafic
samples of PTAL on the other hand vary from completely serpentinised
close to unaltered. The degree and mechanisms of alteration vary and
will not be reported here in detail, but has been included in the sample
sheets as simple range 1–5 i.e. from unaltered (1) to highly altered (5)
(see paragraph 2.6, Fig. 3).

The Holocene volcanic samples from Iceland (Fig. 1 and 11) represent
the active Mid Atlantic Ridge and were sampled at localities near the
cities Keflavik and Reykjavik (Einarsson, 2005; Sigmarsson and Stein-
thorsson, 2007). Despite being sampled in a presently active quarry, the
sample interior show evidence confined of vegetation. The Icelandic
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Fig. 11. Iceland location map with sampling sites on the Reykjanes peninsula.

Fig. 12. The Haleyabunga crater and rock sample IS16-0001, ferropicrites (photos to the left). Thin section with blue stained epoxy to the right; upper right photo
ordinary light, lower right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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Fig. 13. Tholeiites at Stapafell, sample IS16-0008 (photos to the left). Hammer for scale in field photo, sample picked near hammer. Thin section (blue stained epoxy)
(photos to the right); upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in thin section photos.

Fig. 14. Tholeiitic glass shard sand from Stapafell, sample IS16-0006, left photo. Thin section photos to the right (blue stained epoxy); middle photo ordinary light, far
right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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samples cover ferropicrites, tholeiitic pillow lavas, tholeiitic sands in
addition to the hydrothermal deposits of Seltun (Einarsson, 2005). The
ferropicrites (Fig. 12) are represented by samples of generally modest
degree of alteration; rich in large plagioclase, olivine and pyroxene
(diopside, augite) crystals in a generally fine-grained feldspar-rich ma-
trix. The large feldspar crystals in some cases display alteration rims. The
olivine may be fragmented and somewhat altered, with hematite rims,
but the secondary alteration phase has not been 100% identified.
Possible garnets, but also grains of ilmenite and hematite are in addition
present. Dispersed secondary pyrite and ankerite are present in voids.
Some few reddish phases are seen associated with biogenic alteration
with concentric Fe-oxide (silica rich) filling voids along with pore-filling
zeolites (Fig. 12).

Tholeiitic pillow lavas have been sampled at Stapafell (Figs. 11 and
13). The lithology is very porous with feldspar and olivine needles. The
rocks show little alteration. The main minerals are forsterite, labradorite,
augite and diopside, with minor amounts of carbonates (Fig. 13).
13
Volcanoclastic sandstones of tholeiitic sands are common and domi-
nated by amorphous material but grains of forsterite, quartz and feldspar
(microcline, albite) are also present, along with traces of recent algae or
fungi. Major alteration of glass fragments or shards are evident, some
with clay coatings of smectite. Most shards are between 50 and 900 μm in
size, fresh looking, angular in shape and carry vesicles (Fig. 14).

Ferropicrites and tholeiitic pillow lavas were also collected from the
Eastern Layered Series, Island of Rum, NW Scotland (Fig. 15) and Dry
Valleys in Antarctica (Fig. 16). The Dry Valleys sample is rich in enstatite,
augite, plagioclase, and talc are found in voids (Jerram et al., 2010). The
sample from Rum is a fresh surface-sample of ferropicrite with some
minor alteration phases along fractures (Armstrong et al., 1978; Emelus
et al., 1996). It is rich in olivine, plagioclase and carry some magnetite as
well. In addition anorthite, labradorite, chlorite and possible kaolinite
and smectite have been found. The clay phases are possible products of
alteration (Fig. 15).

In the John Day Valley (Oregon, USA) the well-studied Columbia
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Fig. 15. Ferropicrite (RU16-0001), from Rum, Scotland (left photo). Thin sections (blue stained epoxy) to the right; upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed
polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 16. Basalt from Dry Valleys, Antarctica, sample DV16-0001 (upper photo). Thin section with blue stained epoxy in lower two photos; left photo ordinary light,
right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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Fig. 18. Altered basalt- and unaltered Picture Gorge Basalt from John Day Valley (upper left photo). The highly altered basalt sample are shown in the top right photo
(JD16-0004). Thin sections, blue stained epoxy in lower two photos; left photo ordinary light, right photo crossed polarizers. Sample at red circle. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 17. In the left photos Columbia River basalt (lower left) in Picture Gorge (upper left), John Day Valley. To the right Sample JD16-0005, thin section photos, blue
stained epoxy; upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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Fig. 19. Weathered tuffs, rhyolite from John Day Valley in the upper left photo. Sample JD 16–0018 (lower left) and to the right thin section photos with blue stained
epoxy; upper right photo ordinary light, lower right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 20. Altered andesites, at Foree, John Day Valley are shown in the two left photos. Rock sample JD16-0001 in lower left photo. In the right thin section photos
with blue stained epoxy; upper right photo ordinary light, lower right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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Fig. 21. Altered andesite with andisol, at John Day Valley (upper left), sample JD16-0022 (lower left). Thin section photos to the right, blue stained epoxy; upper right
photo ordinary light, lower right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 22. Hyaloclastite from Tamaraceite, Gran Canaria. Pencil for scale in left photo, hammer in the right photo.

Fig. 23. Altered phonolite from Tenerife, Azulejos locality. Car and road for scale.
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Fig. 24. Lava from Rouque Nublo, sample RN16-0001 to the left. Thin section photos with blue stained epoxy; in the middle and to the right. Middle photo ordinary
light, right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 25. Cross-bedded volcanoclastic sediments from Tenerife, Amarilla (upper left photo), the patchy cementation is shown in lower left photo, sample AMA 16-
0001. Thin sections with blue stained epoxy to the right; upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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River basalts (Figs. 17 and 18) crop out along extensive river sections. It
is a succession of Miocene tholeiitic lava flows (McDougall, 1976). In the
PTAL sample library, we include the Picture Gorge Basalt representing an
upper mantle source (Waters, 1961; McDougall, 1976) and samples from
the older, more acid andesitic, rhyolitic to dacitic dominated Eocene and
Oligocene Clarno Formation, along with several paleo-weathering sec-
tions. The John Day Valley succession is rich in various Paleogene vol-
canic rocks and their weathering products. Fine-grained, poorly sorted,
weathered tuffs (Fig. 19) are rich in larger, angular clasts of albite and
potassic feldspar, with enstatite, quartz, glass clasts, and olivine in a fine
matrix. The glassy fragments have partly been dissolved. Calcite and
18
various zeolites (clinoptilolite/heulandite) precipitated and mixed
layered smectite/illite clay minerals are common. The basalts of the John
Day Valley contain feldspars (labradorite and anorthoclase) and augite in
a very fine-grained matrix, and voids with walls coated by zeolites. The
matrix is rich in feldspar and olivine, some altered to serpentine
(chrysotile). These basalts occur in poorly altered and heavily altered
versions, both represented in the PTAL library collection (Figs. 17–20).
Some basalts are rich in hematite, smectite and mixed layered clay
minerals, while remnants of plagioclase (albite, andesine, and labra-
dorite) and orthoclase are present, together with amphibole, mica, py-
roxene, ilmenite and tridymite. The fresh and weathered andesite
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Fig. 26. Altered phonolite from Montana Reventada, Tenerife, sample MR16-0001, in the two left photos. Thin section with blue stained epoxy to the right; upper
photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.
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samples of the PTAL collection contain hematite and kaolinite in varying
amounts in addition to sanidine, anorthoclase, some quartz and clay
minerals (Fig. 21). The alteration in most cases is especially intense along
fractures, as with the two rhyolites samples collected from the John Day
Valley area. Feldspar dominates in the fine-grained matrix, commonly
with hematite varnish on grains in the weathering sections. Large phe-
nocrysts of amphibole and feldspar are common, and traces of kaolinite
and chlorite are the alteration products together with hematite in the
weathering sections. Quartz, sanidine, orthoclase and glass shards along
with illite/smectite mixed layered clay minerals are apparent with
enstatite in the matrix, as well as in vacuoles in the glassy chards. The
amounts of hematite varies according to degree and type of alteration,
and in the deep weathered cases lots of kaolinite and illite/smectite
mixed layered clay minerals are common often together with fossil
rootlet structures.

Some John Day Valley soil profiles have been sampled. In the PTAL
library, very fine-grained andisols of volcanoclastic sandstones rich in
celadonite, quartz, zeolites (clinoptilolite/heulandite), various plagio-
clases (andesite, albite) and traces of calcite and siderite were picked out
(Fig. 21). Grains of quartz, feldspar, calcite, siderite and different fossils
often with dark weathering coating of iron oxides are common. Angular
glass shards, finely distributed zeolites and dispersed grains of pyroxene
and olivine are present. Smectitic and illittic clay minerals are common in
the weathered siltstones, but quartz, calcite and siderite are also present.
The rock sample is well-sorted and display hematite staining (Fig. 21).

The PTAL library contains various volcanic rocks from the Canary
Islands spanning lavas and volcanoclastic sandstones to different kinds
hydrothermal and weathering alteration products (Troll and Carracedo,
2016). The volcanoclastic sandstones sampled are rich in volcanic rock
fragments and minerals like phillipsite, sanidine, anorthosite, diopside,
augite and albite. Traces of smectite and mixed layered clay minerals are
also present. The sandstones are poorly sorted, composed of grains from
fine silt to several mm. The grains often carry clay alteration rims, which
19
also glue them together. The fused, poorly altered hyaloclastites are
fine-grained, glass-rich volcanoclastic with dispersed larger crystals of
actinolite, olivine, andesine, diopside, ilmenite, and minor amounts of
chlorite and smectite. Alteration rims of possible clay minerals are
common (Fig. 22). The sampled basanites commonly appear in a welded
fine matrix with plagioclase (andesite), nepheline/leucite, augite,
K-feldspar, olivine/forsterite, biotite, pyrite and magnetite. The olivine
can be somewhat altered, but rarely became completely serpentine. The
altered phonolites are rich in colorful clays at Los Azulejos (Fig. 23) and
dominated by plagioclase, muscovite, augite, K-enriched large nepheline
crystals, chlorite, smectite, in a brownish green ground mass. Analcime
crystals are growing in the fine matrix, which is mainly composed of
feldspar and brown stained, altered amphiboles.

The Roque Nublo peak of Gran Canary consists of olivine and
pyroxene-rich lava (Carracedo and Troll, 2016) with olivine, biotite,
nepheline and minor smectite, pyrite and zeolites. Large phenocrysts of
olivine and nepheline are common and voids with secondary filling of
large zeolite crystals (Fig. 24).

At Tenerife, volcanoclastic sandstones are present, e.g. along coastal
outcrops in the South East (Fig. 25). The rocks contain recent halite and
gypsum precipitates, in addition to augite, anorthoclase, labradorite,
quartz, pyrite and phillipsite (zeolite). The sampled sandstones are very
well-sorted, consisting of well-rounded grains with an average grain size
of about 200 μm. The rocks contain volcanic rock fragments, often red-
stained, in addition to plagioclase (andesine), K-feldspar, pyroxene,
and quartz. Volcanic glass and biotite are also present, reflecting their
only moderately altered composition.

The sampled phonolites from Tenerife display varying degrees of
alteration, and contain muscovite, anorthoclase, sanidine, nepheline,
augite, ilmenite and some quartz (Fig. 26). Large crystals of muscovite
and nepheline, and some feldspar, are present in the fine feldspar matrix.
In some altered phonolites, secondary unaltered analcime, phillipsite and
barite may be found in a greenish-brownish fine matrix. Strongly altered
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phenocrysts of plagioclase and mica can be found in the fine-grained,
dark green matrix, rich in smectite. In some of the altered phonolites
hematite covers large part of the rock and angular grains of quartz and
feldspar, in a matrix of fine, red clay.

The Tenerife basanite is very fine-grained with elongated
(0.1–0.5 mm) crystals of plagioclase, nepheline and possible leucite. In
addition augite, biotite, olivine, and andesite have been detected in the
very fine matrix. The samples look almost unaltered.
3.3. Altered volcanic rocks and hydrothermal deposits

Altered volcanic rocks including basalts, andesites, and basanites
from Tenerife and Gran Canaria (Fig. 23), and John Day Valley (Oregon,
US) (Fig. 21) have been presented above, in order to keep the presen-
tation of fresh and related weathered formations close. The Tenerife/
Gran Canaria samples have suffered additional alteration after initiation
of hydrothermal activity, as recognized by their clay mineral content. It is
also reflected in the vivid colours of e.g. the Los Azulejos outcrops at
Tenerife, developed in various oxides on mafic and felsic rocks. Los
Azulejos has been interpreted to be the results of fault controlled hy-
drothermal alteration formed through the lifetime of the caldera from
about 200.000 years ago (Fig. 23). The Las Ca~nadas Caldera of Teide,
Tenerife, has been active over the last few million years producing
phonolitic magmas, but also more recent basaltic activity (Ancochea
et al., 1990; Marti et al., 1994). Similar hydrothermal alteration products
are present along the Miocene Tejeda Caldera margin at Gran Canaria
where altered tuff is evident in the Fuente de Los Azulejos. A variety of
hydrothermal minerals (Troll et al., 2002; Donoghue et al., 2008)
developed during the last few million years (Bogaard and Schmincke,
1998). It is important to stress the difference despite a similar appearance
between the John Day paleosols and Canary Island hydrothermal
Fig. 27. To the left a photo of sample JA08-501 from Jaroso Ravine. To the right th
right photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 28. The entrance of the Jaroso Ravine is shown to the right, while
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deposits. The alteration products of the John Day area also appear in
colorful sections, rich in clay minerals and iron oxides of several varieties
(Fig. 21). The colour staining there reflects thermal and chemical alter-
ation products of permeable layers, paleosols in humid climate is the
most likely explanation (Retallack et al., 2000; Sheldon, 2003; Bestland
et al., 2008; Retallack, 2008). The different sedimentary and tuffaceous
formations are highly weathered and were possibly later diagenetically
altered into fantastic shapes and colours (Figs. 19 and 21).

The cordillera where Jaroso Ravine is located (Figs. 1, 27 and 28) in a
tectonic active Paleocene to Pliocene zone rich in economically impor-
tant minerals, partly products of hydrothermal activity (Arribas and
Tosdal, 1994; Rull et al., 2005). Within this region, the Jaroso hydro-
thermal system (JHS) has been identified as a good analogue to the hy-
drothermal processes that occurred in early Mars (Martinez Frias et al.,
2004). Linked to Miocene calc-alkaline and shoshonitic volcanism, JHS
provides clear geological and mineralogical evidence of interactions
between tectonic, volcanic, evaporitic and hydrothermal processes. As
described in previous studies, JHS presents heterogeneous assemblages
of sulphate mineral (jarosite, copiapite and rozenite, among others) and
iron oxides (goethite and hematite). This mineral association is very
similar to those detected at Mars by the Opportunity rover at Meridiani
Planum (Klingelh€ofer et al., 2004).

The PTAL sample analysed represents a fracture-filling in mica schists,
and is rich in jarosite, other sulphates, feldspar (orthoclase) and carbonates
(Martinez-Frias et al., 2004, 2007) (Fig. 28). In detail, sample JA08-501
was collected from a sulphate deposit and it is mainly composed of jar-
osite. Sample JA08-502 present a higher mineralogical variety, where
iron-based oxides (ilmenite and goethite) are found together with putative
hydrothermal products (barite), among others. Sample JA08-503 was
collected from a shale-based soil and displays a complex mineralogy,
including quartz, illite, goethite and iron oxides, kaolinite and potassic
in section photos with blue stained epoxy; the middle photo ordinary light, the

sampling of the Jaroso Ravine sample is displayed in the left photo.
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Fig. 29. Rio Tinto field appearance (upper left) and sample RT03-501 (lower left). To the right thin sections with blue stained epoxy; upper photo ordinary light,
lower photo crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 30. Seltun at Reykjanes Peninsula (upper left) and sample IS16-0010 (lower left), solfatara precipitate, amorphous material. To the right thin section photos, blue
stained epoxy; upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Sample at red circle. Scale bar in photos.
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feldspar, hematite, calcite, anatase carbon and barite.
Iron oxide precipitates from Rio Tinto are also included in the PTAL
21
library (Figs. 1 and 29).
Rio Tinto is a 100 km long river located at the Iberian Pyrite Belt,
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which is considered one of the largest sulfidic deposits in the world
(mostly iron and copper sulphides) (Boulter, 1993; Hudson-Edwards
et al., 1999; Amils et al., 2007, 2014). In this site, exhalative ores can be
also found in brine pools or as veins. Partially as a consequence of mining
activities, the red waters of the river are characterized by highly acidic
values (mean pH below 2.5) and a remarkable concentration of heavy
metals (mostly Fe, Cu, Zn and As). The Rio Tinto sulphide deposits of
southern Spain are hosted in highly tectonised volcanic rocks, formed
during Devonian to Carboniferous tectonics. One of the Rio Tinto samples
is a pegmatite rich in quartz, hematite, zoisite and enstatite. A section of
the sample appears like quartzite, with several pits, hematite and iron
oxide filling most of the porous structure. Other parts of the sample is
clayey with sulphates, but also pyrite and other opaque grains (Fig. 29).
The second analogue sampled in this region correspond to an extremely
weathered rock presenting iron oxides and quartz as the main mineral-
ogical phases. A third sample was collected from an area presenting
sulphide-based deposits (mainly pyrite).

At Seltun (Figs. 1, 11 and 30) on Iceland, selected hydrothermal
formations were sampled. The deposits consist of amorphous material,
characterized by very poor diffractograms, but some large crystals of
pyroxene and various feldspars are apparent. Themajor part of this glassy
sediment display a fine-grained, brownish Fe-rich matrix with possible
Zn-sulphides and pyrite present. The XRD patterns are difficult to inter-
pret because of the amorphous glassy and amorphous Fe-oxide rich
phases.

As discussed above and illustrated by the John Day sections and Los
Azulejos locations of Tenerife and Gran Canaria, the results of hydro-
thermal activitymay often be difficult to separate from, e.g. the alteration
due to weathering. Hydrothermal activity commonly appears in volcanic
terrain, in tectonic active areas, but also in impact crater settings. In this
library, we have hydrothermal samples from Iceland, Canary Islands,
Fig. 31. Field appearance (in a local private garden) and the rock sample UL16-0001
upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Sample at red circle. Sca
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John Day Valley, Leka, Rio Tinto and Jaroso Ravine, which all likely
suffered additional degrees of post-depositional alteration.
3.4. Plutonic igneous rocks

A small selection of magmatic rocks are present in the PTAL library
collection (Fig. 1 and Table 1): lhzerzolites, pyroxenites, dunites from
Ullernåsen in Oslo, Norway (Dons, 1952; Neumann et al., 1985) (Fig. 31),
the Oslo Rift, i.e. Brattåsen along the Oslofjord, Norway (Figs. 32 and 33),
and the island of Leka, Mid-Norway (Figs. 34–36). The gabbroic samples
of the Oslo rift area have been dated to between 245 and 304 million
years (Permian), and the different gabbros are overall concentrically
arranged (Neumann et al., 1985). The Ullernåsen area is located in a
heavy populated region within the town of Oslo, so the
olivine-clinopyroxene rocks are exposed to and modified by human ac-
tivities such as intense gardening, in addition to metamorphism and
weathering. Consequently the bulk rock from Ullernåsen display reduced
amounts of olivine and plagioclase, and pyroxene somewhat altered to
biotite, chlorite, Fe-Ti-oxides and sericite (Dons, 1952; Neumann et al.,
1985) (Fig. 31). The Ullernåsen sample in addition contains minor
amounts of cordierite, hematite and magnetite, no serpentinite was
found.

In Brattåsen (location Viksberget in Neumann et al., 1985), the
complex gabbroic rocks are rich in diopside, actinolite, plagioclase and
biotite, and chlorite is also present. The lithologies show only modest
alteration, such as minor parts of the plagioclase to sericite and pyroxene
parts to biotite (Figs. 32 and 33). Some grains are fractured with minor
internal alteration and carbonate filled fractures.

The late Cambrian Leka Ophiolite Complex (LOC), which most likely
represents a supra-subduction zone, is today part of the so-called Upper/
Uppermost Allochthon (Furnes et al., 1988). The complex is rich in
(gabbro) at Ullernåsen, Oslo. To the right thin section photos, blue stained epoxy;
le bar in photos.
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Fig. 32. Brattåsen location at the rim of the Oslo rift, the Oslo Fjord in the background, sample BR 16-0001 with hammer in front. Sampled at hammer location. To the
right detail photo of sample BR16-0001, a gabbro rich in pyroxene.

Fig. 33. Brattåsen sample BR 16-0001 (to the left), in the middle and to the right thin section photos, blue stained epoxy. In the middle photo in ordinary light and in
the right photo with crossed polarizers. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 34. Map of the Leka island in Mid-Norway. Sample sites are marked by red circles. Scale: The length of Leka Island is 12 km.
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Fig. 35. The pillow lavas of tholeiitic composition at Madsøy, Leka (upper left)(see map in Fig. 34). Sample LE16-0013 (lower left). To the right thin section photos
with blue stained epoxy; upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Sample at red circle. Scale bar in photos.

Fig. 36. The so-called Moho-tourist site at central Leka (see map in Fig. 34), to the upper left. Sample LE16-00016 of Harzburgite from the Moho-site (lower left). Thin
section photos with blue stained epoxy to the right; upper photo ordinary light, lower photo crossed polarizers. Sample at red circle. Scale bar in photos.
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gabbros, harzburgites and various layered ultramafic rocks. It contains
partly to completely serpentinised and carbonated peridotites (Bjerga
et al., 2015) (Figs. 35 and 36). Pillow lavas are capping the ultramafic
rocks and have composition varying from island arc tholeiites to MORB
type lavas, possibly representing late spreading stages of the LOC. The
PTAL collection of rocks from Leka is rich, spanning harzburgites, lher-
zolites, dunites, tholeiites, and serpentine conglomerates (Figs. 34–36).
The Leka collection has similarities to the Nili Fossae region geology on
Mars (Brown et al., 2010; Ehlmann et al., 2009, 2011).

The harzburgite of Leka is heavily altered, consisting of serpentine
with small amounts of olivine, pyroxene and amphibole. Serpentinisation
of olivine is almost complete in some of the samples, while the pyroxenes
and amphiboles are less altered. Magnetite is present and most likely
formed during the serpentinisation of the olivine. The dunite was origi-
nally dominated by forsterite and augite, now serpentinised to antigorite,
especially well-developed replacement along fractures. Magnetite may
also be present. The present appearance of Mg-enriched chlorites and
epidote reflects greenschist facies metamorphism. The more gabbroic
layers are rich in pyroxene (diopside) and amphibole (hornblende). They
display some pyroxene alteration to chlorite and epidote along cleavage
planes and chlorite are present in voids. Some layers rich in chromite
occur. The uppermost parts of the Leka succession is dominated by pillow
lava (Fig. 35), with hornblende, plagioclase, some pyroxene, olivine and
chlorite. Calcite is present in greenschists, representing metamorphic
greenschist facies, in part replacing the original minerals (clinopyroxene,
plagioclase, olivine and amphibole). Calcite precipitates appear in orig-
inal pore space. In the Leka sections there are also serpentine conglom-
erates, in a grain-supported texture consisting of rounded to angular
grains, a mix of mainly harzburgite and dunite clasts.

4. Alteration experiments

Alteration experiments complement the analogues samples collection
in order to understand how environmental factors affect the degrees of
alteration. The goal is to relate the experiment products to the occur-
rences of particular alteration products at the martian surface. It should
be noted that altered martian lithologies probably will be best repre-
sented by the products of the laboratory experiments, since no organisms
interfered, which most likely is the case for surface alterations in our
terrestrial samples. We found even in very fresh, quarried, recently-
formed volcanic rocks from Iceland, biological influence. Consequently,
it will be of interest to compare the laboratory alteration products with
those of the PTAL collection. Since the laboratory experiments are all
hydrothermal, the best comparison is between these and alteration fea-
tures in the collected impact rocks and hydrothermal deposits. Never-
theless, it is also of interest to understand how some of the phyllosilicates
were formed from both low-temperature Earth-like conditions, as well as
during hydrothermal alteration.

The samples used in the experiments were selected from the PTAL
collection, based on a minimal content of alteration phases and on
capability to undergo reaction fast enough (laboratory-scale as opposed
to natural conditions-scale) to be studied in laboratory. The fresh and
young tholeiitic glass from Stapafell (Iceland) was used in several of the
experiments due to the fast reaction kinetics of glass compared to crys-
talline materials of comparable chemical composition. The reaction rates
are, however, still slow at ambient conditions, and experiments were
consequently executed with finely crushed materials and most were
reacted at hydrothermal conditions (T > 100 �C). The experiments
therefore most closely resemble martian alteration associated with post-
impact hydrothermal activities. It should, however, be noted that several
of the alteration phases may have been formed at low temperatures, and
the hydrothermal conditions merely speed up the alteration process.

A first series of experiments was performed to study the alteration of
impact related material (Declercq et al., 2009; Hellevang et al., 2013;
Sætre et al., 2018). The alteration experiments of tholeiitic material
revealed zeolites as common products, but this mineral group has rarely
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been described from Mars (Carter et al., 2013). It also suggests that
post-impact hydrothermal alteration of ejecta deposits can play a sig-
nificant role. Finally, it allowed to set the conditions needed to formmost
of the alteration mineral associations seen on Mars. Because it became
possible that the presence of zeolites on Mars may be underestimated
(Sætre et al., 2018), another series of experiments focused on competi-
tion of formation of clays, zeolite and carbonates (Viennet et al., 2017). It
concludes that if zeolites are not present on Mars, it could reflect the
acidic pH of the solution. Finally, other experiments focused on deci-
phering the conditions of alteration at probable ESA's Rosalind Franklin
Rover landing site (ExoMars). First, on weathering profiles, that can serve
as proxy to the early Mars atmosphere (Viennet et al., 2019b) and then on
possible pathways of alteration for vermiculitisation in martian condi-
tions (Krzesi�nska et al., 2019, 2021).

5. Implications

The PTAL library is a broad lithological collection of terrestrial
samples, which will act as good analogues for martian rocks, towards a
goal of getting optimal quality remote and in-situ analyses with the
equivalent instruments on board of the Mars2020 and the ExoMars ro-
vers. Presently most of the comparable analyses are based on comparison
with standards of ultra clean minerals, thereby lacking the effects of
mineral-mineral interferences, grain-size dependences and natural min-
eral mixture background in the analysis. The PTAL collection offers an
important contribution in this respect. The PTAL rocks and samples are
open to all researchers, and the collection may even in some cases work
as an inspiration for trying out new analytical methods.

It is difficult to get an optimal sample collection of martian analogues
since most terrestrial rocks and sediments have been weathered and
altered by both geochemical processes and some sort of biogenic activity;
we have not been able to collect totally pristine (not weathered/altered)
surface samples on Earth. Even the most recently formed Icelandic vol-
canic rocks sampled in an active quarry of very young formations carry
indications of life. Organic overprint as part of the so-called deep
biosphere has been found in deep granite fractures 740 m below the
surface in Laxemar, Sweden (Drake et al., 2017). In the present experi-
ments, such geochemical and biological interference may create analyt-
ical problems, but the sample collection was the best we could get also in
that respect. In spite of these biological contamination difficulties, it
should be possible to sort out analytical problems related to, e.g. matrix
and background complications, grain-size dependence, and
mineral-mineral interferences.

Our collection does also provide for the first time a systematic com-
parison of the results of the different analytical methods applied on the
very same samples. Thereby, it is possible that the PTAL library also will
aid in methodological improvements, e.g. better recognition of quartz
and feldspar by near infrared spectroscopy analyses. Presently results of
traditional analysis optical studies, XRD, NIR, RAMAN and LIBS are
included in the PTAL library. Since the samples will be available, addi-
tional analyses such as e.g. isotope studies could be added to better
elaborate on sample origin and presampling history. The ultimate goal of
the PTAL library is to support better analysis both quantitatively and
qualitatively, overcoming the challenge of comparison with pure mineral
analogues. Maybe with the help of the PTAL approach, future detections
of new phases, e.g. feldspar species, zeolites and phosphates, may
become possible.

Comparing the information of the geological sample context on Earth,
may aid the interpretation of mineral formation on Mars. However, such
comparison is challenging as many processes on Earth related to plate
tectonics, are bio-mediated or occur under different atmospheric com-
positions. The organization of the PTAL library, its curating and sample
handling has not been discussed in great detail, but is a point of great
importance giving scientist access to PTAL samples and data. It is like-
wise a financial question having somebody updating, serving and
curating the collection, along with a scientific/administrative group
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taking the necessary and correct decisions on who should get samples
and which new samples may be collected.
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