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1. Introduction
Arctic air pollution that includes short-lived climate pollutants such as aerosols and tropospheric ozone 
has great impacts on the climate and environment in the Arctic (Quinn et al., 2008; Sand et al., 2016; Shin-
dell, 2007). However, there are still large uncertainties in the quantification of its influences on climate 
change, human health, and the ecosystem in the Arctic (Arnold et al., 2016). Black carbon (BC) is a key 
air pollutant because it has positive radiative forcing in the Arctic by absorbing solar radiation in the at-
mosphere and by reducing snow and ice albedo due to deposition on these surfaces (AMAP, 2015; Flanner 
et al., 2007; Quinn et al., 2007). However, model inter-comparison studies showed difficulties and large 

Abstract We made comprehensive analyses of long-range transport episodes of air pollutants from 
East Asia to the Arctic and associated meteorological conditions. While our main focus was black carbon 
(BC) as its transport to the Arctic has attracted great attention, carbon monoxide (CO) was also diagnosed 
as a species co-emitted with BC and as a tracer of long-range transport. We used satellite observations by 
the Infrared Atmospheric Sounding Interferometer (IASI) and a newly implemented BC tagged-tracer 
simulation using a global chemical transport model, GEOS-Chem. Temporal variations of IASI-CO 
column over the Pacific Arctic (160–200°E, 60–80°N) showed that episodic increases occurred several 
times in each season. For the period of 2007–2011, 11 strong events (6 in spring, 3 in autumn, and 2 in 
winter) caused by the long-range transport from East Asia were identified. Two transport pathways from 
East Asia to the Arctic were found: over Siberia and the Sea of Okhotsk, and over the North Pacific. In 
the pathway over Siberia and the Sea of Okhotsk, the pollutants were transported northeastward from 
China mainly through the Sea of Okhotsk and East Siberia. The low pressures passing from East Siberia 
to the Sea of Okhotsk played important roles in the transport in the lower troposphere and uplifting to the 
middle troposphere. In the pathway over the North Pacific, the pollutants were transported eastward from 
the Asian continent and subsequent northward transport took place over the North Pacific. The poleward 
transport occurred west of the high pressure that stayed around the Bering Sea.

Plain Language Summary Arctic air pollution that includes aerosols and tropospheric 
ozone has great impacts on the climate and environment in the Arctic. However, there are still large 
uncertainties in the quantification of its influences on climate change, human health, and the ecosystem 
in the Arctic. Black carbon (BC) is a key air pollutant because it can contribute to the Arctic warming by 
absorbing solar radiation in the atmosphere and by reducing snow and ice albedo due to deposition on 
these surfaces. In the present study, we made comprehensive analyses of long-range transport episodes of 
BC and carbon monoxide from East Asia to the Arctic and associated meteorological conditions. Eleven 
events caused by the long-range transport from East Asia were identified. Two transport pathways from 
East Asia to the Arctic were found: over Siberia and the Sea of Okhotsk, and over the North Pacific. The 
findings on the transport pathways and the associated meteorological conditions can provide valuable 
knowledge for the planning of field campaigns and can be used as the characteristics of long-range 
transport from East Asia to the Arctic under the current climate to examine the impact of the future 
climate on the transport from Asia to the Arctic.
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diversities in reproducing observed seasonal variations, concentration levels, and vertical profiles of BC 
over the Arctic (Eckhardt et al., 2015; Lee et al., 2013). They are caused by uncertainties in the model treat-
ments of transformation from hydrophobic to hydrophilic BC and wet removal processes during long-range 
transport from source regions to the Arctic (Bourgeois & Bey, 2011; Liu et al., 2011). Additionally, these 
discrepancies highlight the need to improve the understanding of long-range transport of air pollutants be-
cause major sources of the Arctic air pollutants are emissions from the northern middle and high latitudes: 
Europe, Russia, East Asia, and North America (Hirdman et al., 2010; Ikeda et al., 2017; Sharma et al., 2013; 
Shindell et al., 2008; Wang et al., 2011, 2014).

East Asia is the region with the largest emissions of anthropogenic air pollutants (Janssens-Maenhout 
et al., 2015) and thus the emissions from this region have great impacts on the global and regional climate 
and air quality including the Arctic (AMAP, 2015). To better assess the impact of East Asian BC on the 
Arctic climate and environment, it is important to improve model reproducibility by evaluating models 
using in-situ measurements such as aircraft observations (Lund et al., 2018). This indicates the necessity 
of an improved understanding of the transport pathways from East Asia to the Arctic and associated me-
teorological conditions on a daily timescale for future observations and model inter-comparison studies. 
Previous studies on exports of air pollutants from East Asia mainly focused on the uplifting processes from 
the boundary layer to the free troposphere and eastward transport to the North Pacific and North America 
(Clarisse et al., 2011; Cooper et al., 2004; Hadley et al., 2007; Liang et al., 2004; Luan & Jaeglé, 2013; Oshima 
et al., 2013). There are a few studies that investigated pollutant transport events reaching the Arctic from 
East Asia. For instance, Di Pierro et al. (2011) examined three events of long-range transport of aerosol from 
East Asia to the Arctic using CALIPSO observations and a chemical transport model, indicating the trans-
port patterns over Siberia and meteorological conditions associated with these events. Matsui et al. (2011) 
investigated the pathways and efficiencies of BC transport from the Asian continent to the Arctic using data 
obtained by the ARCTAS (Arctic Research of the Composition of the Troposphere from Aircraft and Satel-
lites) aircraft campaign and a chemical transport model.

Our previous study examined seasonally averaged transport patterns from various source regions including 
East Asia to the Arctic by tagged BC simulations using a global chemical transport model, GEOS-Chem 
(Ikeda et al., 2017). The model demonstrated that BC emitted from East Asia was transported to the Arctic 
mainly through the Sea of Okhotsk and eastern Siberia in the middle troposphere. We also identified an im-
portant region where a strong inflow from East Asia to the Arctic occurred (130–180°E and 3–8 km at 66°N) 
(Ikeda et al., 2017). In the present study, we analyzed long-range transport events of BC and carbon monox-
ide (CO) from East Asia to the Arctic using satellite measurements and a global chemical transport model 
GEOS-Chem. CO is commonly emitted with BC by fossil fuel combustion and biomass burning and is 
useful as a tracer of long-range transport of polluted plumes due to its relatively long lifetime of 1–2 months 
(e.g., Liang et al., 2004). The present study focused on episodic transport events from East Asia to the Arctic 
on a daily scale to elucidate transport mechanisms and synoptic-scale meteorological conditions. We ex-
amined 11 long-range transport events during 2007–2011 and found that they could be classified into two 
distinct transport patterns based on their pathways: The Siberia and the Sea of Okhotsk route (hereinafter 
referred to as the Siberian route) and the North Pacific route (hereinafter referred to as the Pacific route). In 
addition to the analysis of individual events, we performed a composite analysis to further clarify the key 
features of the transport pathways and the meteorological fields of both route events.

2. Observational and Model Data
We used CO data provided by the IASI (Infrared Atmosphere Sounding Interferometer) instrument (Cler-
baux et al., 2009) onboard the Metop-A platform since October 2006. IASI measures thermal infrared spec-
tra at a horizontal resolution of 50 km (4 simultaneous pixels of 12 km at nadir) with a swath width of 
about 2200 km. It crosses the equator at 9:30 and 21:30 solar local times and provides global monitoring of 
atmospheric composition twice a day. CO total column is retrieved by the Fast Optical Retrievals on Layers 
for IASI retrieval algorithm (George et al., 2009). We used the daily total CO column (v20100815) that in-
cludes observed data for 24 h of each day.
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We performed tagged BC simulations using a global chemical transport model, GEOS-Chem version 9-02 
(Bey et al., 2001; Ikeda et al., 2017) to examine the long-range transport from East Asia to the Arctic. The 
horizontal resolution was 2° × 2.5° with 47 vertical layers from the surface to 0.01 hPa. GEOS-Chem is driv-
en by assimilated meteorological data from the Goddard Earth Observing System (GEOS-5) provided by the 
NASA Global Modeling and Assimilation Office. In the tagged tracer simulations, we distinguished the BC 
tracers by source type (i.e., anthropogenic and biomass burning) and region. The global domain was divided 
into 16 and 27 regions for anthropogenic and biomass burning emissions, respectively (see Figure S1 and 
Figure 1 of Ikeda et al., 2017). Here, East Asia was defined as the sum of Japan, the Korean Peninsula, North 
China, and South China. For anthropogenic emissions, we used the BC emissions of HTAP v2.2 (Jans-
sens-Maenhout et al., 2015), which had been developed for the experiments of HTAP Phase 2. For biomass 
burning emissions, we adopted Global Fire Emissions Database v3.1 with 0.5° × 0.5° of spatial resolution 
and daily temporal resolution (van der Werf et al., 2010). We performed the tagged simulation for 5 years 
from 2007 to 2011 after a model spin-up of 6 months.

In our previous study, we modified the aging and wet removal processes of BC to improve model reproduc-
ibility over the Arctic (Ikeda et al., 2017). The aging parameterization of Liu et al. (2011), in which a times-
cale of BC aging is derived from the number concentration of OH radical, was implemented instead of using 
a constant aging time of 1.15 days in the standard GEOS-Chem. The monthly average OH distributions for 
the calculation of BC aging time were stored by the full-chemistry simulation of GEOS-Chem version v9-
02. In GEOS-Chem, the wet scavenging process distinguishes between liquid and ice clouds for in-cloud 
scavenging (rainout) (Wang et al., 2011). The scavenging rate of hydrophobic BC by ice cloud (T < 258 K) 
was reduced to 5% of water-soluble aerosols for liquid clouds by following earlier studies (Bourgeois & 
Bey, 2011). Our previous study showed that the BC simulation with the modified schemes reproduced the 
seasonal variations observed at Arctic sites and the vertical profiles over the Arctic obtained by the ARCTAS 
campaign (Ikeda et al., 2017). More details of the model evaluation were described in Ikeda et al. (2017).

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Long-Range Transport Events From East Asia to the Arctic

We examined long-range transport events from East Asia to the Arctic during 2007–2011 by analyzing satel-
lite measurements and tagged tracer simulations to elucidate transport pathways, mechanisms, and meteor-
ological conditions. First, we investigated the temporal variations of the daily CO column measured by IASI 
averaged over the Pacific Arctic (160–200°E; 60–80°N) to identify long-range transport events from East Asia 
to the Arctic (Figure 1). This region of interest was chosen as an entrance region from East Asia to the Arctic 
based on previous studies (Barrie, 1986; Di Pierro et al., 2011; Ikeda et al., 2017). Ikeda et al. (2017) iden-
tified an important region where a strong poleward flow from East Asia occurred (130–180°E and 3–8 km 
at 66°N), and showed that this place did not change in seasons. We confirmed that the temporal variations 
of the East Asian BC were similar when different longitude ranges including Siberia and North America 
(120–200°E, 160–240°E) were used for the region of interest (not shown). The mean concentrations of CO 
column were determined as a 30-days running average. They increased during spring and decreased in early 
autumn. In addition to the seasonal variation of the mean concentrations, the daily variations of the CO 
column showed that enhancements from a few days to a week were observed one or two times a month. 
We used ∆CO to identify an event, which was calculated by subtracting mean concentrations from the ob-
served values. The events were defined as days when ∆CO exceeded 2.0 × 1017 molecules cm−2 to select the 
approximately top 10% of the enhancements above the mean concentrations. There were 116 events during 
2007–2011, corresponding to 8% of the total observation days. The frequency of the events was highest 
(42 days) in spring (March–May) and lowest (18 days) in winter (December–February).

The simulated BC column averaged over the same area (160–200°E; 60–80°N) also showed enhancement 
during the periods when the IASI CO column increased (Figure 1). Comparing the total BC and East Asian 
BC, it is suggested that most events except those during summer were caused by long-range transport from 
East Asia. Over the Pacific Arctic, the contribution from East Asian BC was predominant compared to other 
anthropogenic sources in northern mid-high latitudes such as Europe, Russia, and Northern America (see 
Figure S2). East Asian BC did not increase during the events in summer because the transport from East 
Asia to the Arctic is weak in this season (Ikeda et al., 2017). The main sources of enhancements during 
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Figure 1. Left column: Observed CO column (solid black line for daily average and thin black line for 30-days running average) and simulated BC column 
(solid red line for total BC and dotted red line for East Asian BC) averaged over the Pacific side of the Arctic (160–200°E and 60–80°N) during 2007–2011. The 
gray shade indicates 11 transport events from East Asia. Right column: Daily altitude cross sections of East Asian BC averaged over the research area. The map 
shows the research area of the average (gray) and the East Asian domain (blue).
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summer were probably biomass burning emissions from boreal forests in Siberia and Northern America 
(Stohl et al., 2006). In April 2008, while the total BC was enhanced, the East Asian BC showed a modest in-
crease. Matsui et al. (2011) reported that the biomass burning emissions in Russia were the most important 
sources of BC transported to the Pacific Arctic in April 2008. In this study, major events from East Asia were 
defined by the following conditions: (1) ∆CO averaged over the Pacific Arctic exceeded 2.0 × 1017 molecules 
cm−2 for at least 3 days; (2) simulated BC was enhanced from the monthly averages and the relative contri-
bution of the East Asian BC to the total BC was higher than 50%. As a result, 11 events from East Asia to the 
Arctic were identified during 2007–2011, which occurred six times in spring, three times in autumn, and 
two times in winter (Table 1, Figure 1).

Figure 1 also shows the time-altitude distributions of the daily concentrations of East Asian BC. The in-
creases of the East Asian BC during the transport events were seen mainly at 300–800 hPa with a maximum 
around 500 hPa. This result indicates that the transport from East Asia to the Arctic occurred mainly in the 
middle troposphere, and inflow in the lower troposphere was basically weak (Di Pierro et al., 2011; Ikeda 
et al., 2017; Klonecki et al., 2003; Stohl, 2006). However, the model demonstrated that there were a few 
events in which the East Asian BC was enhanced in the lower troposphere including near the surface (e.g., 
March 2011) as described in detail below.

We firstly examined the transport patterns and meteorological conditions in the lower and middle trop-
osphere for each of the 11 events that occurred during 2007–2011 on a daily scale. Based on tracking the 
plumes of East Asian pollutants, we classified the events into two transport routes and mechanisms: The 
Siberian route and the Pacific route. For the Siberian route, pollutants were transported from China to the 
Arctic Ocean mainly over the Sea of Okhotsk and East Siberia. For the Pacific route, East Asian BC was 
transported eastward from the Asian continent to the Northwest Pacific, and subsequent poleward trans-
port occurred over the North Pacific and the Bering Sea. As a result of the analysis of the 11 cases, six events 
were classified as the Siberian route and the other five cases corresponded to the Pacific route (Table 1).

The enhancement of the CO column (∆CO) over the Pacific Arctic (160–180°E, 60–80°N) measured by IASI 
during each event was 2.1 × 1017–4.3 × 1017 molecules cm−2 for the Siberian route and 2.4×1017–3.9 × 1017 
molecules cm−2 for the Pacific route (Table 1). The averaged value of the six events of the Siberian route 
(3.5 × 1017 molecules cm−2) was similar to that of the Pacific route events (3.3 × 1017 molecules cm−2). The 
column of East Asian BC over the Pacific Arctic was estimated to be 0.14–1.2 mg m−2 for the Siberian route 
and 0.19–0.43 mg m−2 for the Pacific route (Table 1). The averaged East Asian BC column of the Siberian 
route (0.28 mg m−2) was also similar to that of the Pacific route (0.27 mg m−2).
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Date Transport pathway
Transport time 

(days) Duration (days)
IASI CO column (molecules 

cm−2)a
Model east asian BC 
column (mg m−2)b

October 27–November 3, 2007 Siberia 4 8 3.4 × 1017 ± 0.75 × 1017 0.22 ± 0.044

February 24–February 28, 2008 Pacific 6 5 3.8 × 1017 ± 0.88 × 1017 0.28 ± 0.062

March 14–March 18, 2008 Siberia 4 5 4.3 × 1017 ± 1.7 × 1017 0.44 ± 0.13

April 10–April 16, 2009 Siberia 5 7 3.2 × 1017 ± 1.1 × 1017 0.32 ± 0.15

November 1–November 3, 2009 Pacific 6 3 3.2 × 1017 ± 0.61 × 1017 0.22 ± 0.023

March 19–March 21, 2010 Pacific 6 3 2.4 × 1017 ± 0.29 × 1017 0.19 ± 0.010

May 6–May 10, 2010 Pacific 7 5 2.6 × 1017 ± 0.42 × 1017 0.19 ± 0.018

February 26–February 28, 2011 Siberia 5 3 2.1 × 1017 ± 1.6 × 1017 1.2 ± 0.22

March 1–March 8, 2011 Pacific 5 8 3.9 × 1017 ± 0.94 × 1017 0.43 ± 0.072

April 11–April 18, 2011 Siberia 5 8 3.0 × 1017 ± 0.94 × 1017 0.22 ± 0.060

October 17–October 22, 2011 Siberia 4 6 4.3 × 1017 ± 1.1 × 1017 0.14 ± 0.020
aAverage and standard deviation of the enhancement of the IASI CO column for the event duration. bAverage and standard deviation of the model East Asian 
BC column for the event duration.

Table 1 
Long-Range Transport Events From East Asia to the Arctic in 2007–2011
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3.2. Siberian Route Event

For a case study of the Siberian route, we examined the transport pattern and associated meteorological 
conditions of a pollution event that occurred in October 2007. We chose this event as a typical case among 
six events of the Siberian route (see Figure S3). Figure 2 shows the daily horizontal distributions of East 
Asian BC concentrations, horizontal winds, and geopotential height at 850  and 500 hPa. In addition to the 
transport patterns in the lower and middle troposphere, sea level pressure and precipitation are also shown 
in Figure 2. At an early stage of the event (24–26 October), the East Asian BC spread northeastward from 
North China to the Sea of Okhotsk in the lower troposphere. This transport was caused by southwesterly 
winds blowing south of a low pressure that had generated around the border between China and Russia 
(120°E, 55°N) on 24 October. This cyclone moved northeastward to the Sea of Okhotsk through East Siberia 
until 27 October. The surface track of this low pressure was located at a relatively high latitude in the cy-
clones over East Asia (Chen et al., 1991). The cyclones passing through a similar route played an important 
role in other events of the Siberian route as described below. The horizontal distribution of East Asian BC 
at 500 hPa showed that upward transport to the middle troposphere occurred around 140°E and 55°N over 
East Siberia on 25 October (Figure 2). The uplifting occurred south of the low-pressure center, suggesting 
that the plume was transported upward by the warm conveyer belt (Cooper et al., 2004).

At 500 hPa, the plume of the East Asian BC was transported northeastward over East Siberia and reached 
the Arctic two days after the upward transport to the free troposphere. The geopotential height at 500 hPa 
showed that the East Asian BC was transported to the Arctic by southwesterly winds blowing between 
the trough and ridge. Because this disturbance moved northeastward over East Siberia, the plume of the 
East Asian BC between the trough and ridge reached the Arctic. After arriving at the Arctic, it was further 
transported eastward over the Arctic Ocean. It took about five days for the plume to be transported from 
East Asia to the Arctic. We found that a low-pressure system passing through from East Siberia to the Sea of 
Okhotsk played an important role in the long-range transport of the Siberian route event.

3.3. Pacific Route Event

Next, we examined a Pacific route event that occurred in February–March 2011. This event showed the larg-
est enhancement of the IASI CO column among five events of the Pacific route (Table 1) and an increase 
in BC was also observed at the Arctic site of Barrow as shown below. Figure 3 shows the horizontal distri-
butions of East Asian BC and meteorological fields for February 26–March 2, 2011. At 500 hPa, a plume 
of East Asian BC was transported eastward from North China (125°E, 45°N) to the central North Pacific 
(180°E, 35°N) by westerly winds on 26–28 February. The upward transport and outflow from the Asian con-
tinent were caused by a low pressure over North China (115°E, 45°N). After the eastward transport to the 
central North Pacific, East Asian BC was transported northward over the North Pacific and the Bering Sea 
and reached the Arctic on 2 March. The geopotential height at 500 hPa showed that a high pressure stayed 
around the Bering Sea (200°E, 65°N) for more than five days from 27 February and a westerly jet split into 
two branches over the North Pacific: one toward the Bering Sea and the other toward North America. The 
poleward transport of East Asian BC was caused by the northward winds prevailing west of the blocking 
high. We found that the blocking anticyclone staying around the Bering Sea had an essential role in the Pa-
cific route event. It took about five days for the East Asian BC to be transported from East Asia to the Arctic.

Previous studies indicated that long-range transport from East Asia to the Arctic occurs mainly in the mid-
dle troposphere and low-level transport is weak (Ikeda et al., 2017; Klonecki et al., 2003; Stohl, 2006). Di 
Pierro et al. (2011) reported that aerosol transports from East Asia to the Arctic took place at 3–7 km al-
titude and no plume was observed to reach the ground. While the model in this study demonstrated that 
enhancements of East Asian BC occurred in the middle troposphere (300–800 hPa) in many events (Fig-
ure 1), East Asian BC increased also in the lower troposphere for the event in March 2011 (Figures 1 and 3). 
Figure 4 shows the temporal variations of observed and simulated daily BC concentrations at Barrow, Alas-
ka (156.6°W, 71.3°N). The observed BC showed an enhancement for 3–7 March, reaching a maximum of 
∼200 ng m−3 on 6 March. The model reproduced the observed BC increase at Barrow and indicated that 
this enhancement was mostly explained by East Asian BC (Figure 4). This result suggests that the enhance-
ment of BC observed at Barrow was caused by downward transport of East Asian BC inflowed from the 
middle troposphere due to subsidence associated with the blocking high staying around the Bering Sea. The 
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Figure 2. Left column: Simulated East Asian BC (color), geopotential height (solid line), and horizontal winds (arrow) at 850 hPa for October 24–28, 2007. 
Middle column: Same as the left column but for 500 hPa. Right column: Sea level pressure (solid line) and precipitation (color). Black circles indicate the plume 
of East Asian BC. L indicates the location of the low-pressure center.
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downward transport to 850 hPa was seen around the Bering Sea from 27 February (Figure 3). The descend-
ing flow occurred on the eastern part of a high-pressure system around Alaska and the Bering Strait and 
caused the downward transport of East Asian BC to the lower troposphere (see also Figures S4 and S5). It 
means that East Asian BC can be transported in the lower troposphere including near the surface for events 
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Figure 3. Left column: Simulated East Asian black carbon (BC) (color), geopotential height (solid line), and horizontal winds (arrow) at 850 hPa for February 
26–March 2, 2011. Middle column: Same as the left column but for 500 hPa. Right column: Sea level pressure (solid line) and precipitation (color). Black circles 
indicate the plume of East Asian BC. H indicates the location of the high-pressure center.
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of the Pacific route. Except for the event in March 2011, we could not con-
firm any increase in observed BC at Barrow due to long-range transport 
from East Asia during the events in 2007–2011.

We can distinguish two transport pathways from East Asia to the Arctic 
from the CO column measured by IASI. Figure 5 shows the horizontal 
distributions of the daily CO column for the events of the Siberian route 
in October 2007 and the Pacific route in February–March 2011. For the 
Siberia route, a high CO plume was transported from the Asian conti-
nent through the Sea of Okhotsk and East Siberia and reached the Arc-
tic. This result is consistent with the transport pathway of East Asian BC 
demonstrated by the tagged simulation (Figure 2). For the Pacific route, 
the plume of CO was firstly transported eastward from East China to the 
North Pacific. After the export to the central North Pacific, it was trans-
ported poleward and reached the Arctic through the Bering Sea. This 
transport pattern is also consistent with that of the tagged BC simulation 
(Figure 3). Using IASI CO, we confirmed that there were two transport 
patterns from East Asia to the Arctic (see also Figure S6). We also com-

pared CO columns simulated by GEOS-Chem with IASI CO and confirmed that the transport pathways of 
CO for these Siberian and Pacific route events were well reproduced by the model (see Figures S7 and S8).
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Figure 4. Temporal variations of observed and simulated daily mean 
black carbon (BC) concentrations at Barrow, Alaska. The black line 
indicates observations. Solid and dashed red lines show simulated total BC 
and East Asian BC, respectively.

Figure 5. Horizontal distributions of daily CO column measured by IASI in October 2007 (left) and February–March 2011 (right).
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3.4. Composite Analysis

To clarify the key features of the transport patterns and meteorological conditions of the Siberian route, a 
composite analysis was performed for six events. The composite was calculated by averaging the concentra-
tions and the meteorological fields of the identified events. Figure 6 shows the composited column of East 
Asian BC in the lower (700 hPa–surface) and middle troposphere (400–700 hPa) for five days from the event 
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Figure 6. Composited black carbon (BC) column, horizontal BC fluxes, and geopotential height in the lower and middle troposphere for five events of the 
Siberian route. Sea level pressure and precipitation are also shown. L indicates the location of the low-pressure center.
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start to the arrival of BC at the Arctic. For the analysis of meteorological fields in the lower and middle trop-
osphere, geopotential heights and horizontal winds at 850 hPa and 500 hPa were used, respectively. Figure 6 
also shows the composited sea level pressure and precipitation. At an early stage, in the lower troposphere, 
a high BC band expanded northeastward from central eastern China to the Sea of Okhotsk. This transport 
was caused by northeastward winds blowing south of a low pressure at relatively high mid-latitude as de-
scribed in the case study of October 2007. The composited sea level pressure showed that the averaged 
cyclone center moved northeastward from the border between China and Russia (120°E, 50°N) to the Sea of 
Okhotsk through East Siberia. Figure 7 shows the cyclone tracks of individual events of the Siberian route. 
We found that these low pressures had similar tracks moving northeastward from Northeast China or East 
Siberia to the Sea of Okhotsk.

From the BC column in the middle troposphere, we can see that upward transport to the free troposphere 
occurred over East Siberia (Day 2 in Figure 6). The uplifting took place around the low pressure, suggesting 
that a warm conveyor belt played an important role (Cooper et al., 2004). The high BC plume in the middle 
troposphere was transported northeastward and entered the Arctic three days after uplifting. The composit-
ed meteorological fields at 500 hPa showed that northeastward winds blew east of the trough and played an 
important role in the poleward transport of East Asian BC. This transport pathway was similar to the path-
ways reported by Di Pierro et al. (2011) that examined aerosol transport events from East Asia to the Arctic. 
They showed that aerosols originating from East Asia were transported through Siberia to the Arctic in the 
middle troposphere at 3–7 km altitudes. They also discussed the meteorological conditions associated with 
the transport events and pointed out that a high-pressure anomaly at 500 hPa in the Northwest Pacific was 
important to the poleward transport due to northward winds blowing west of this anomaly. This is basically 
consistent with the result of the present study showing that the poleward transport occurred between the 
trough and ridge.

Next, we examined the characteristics of the transport pattern of the Pacific route events using composites 
constructed in the same manner as those of the Siberian route (Figure 8). First, East Asian BC was trans-
ported eastward from East China to the North Pacific through Japan. The exports from the Asian continent 
were caused by low pressures that passed from North China or the East China Sea to the Bering Sea. In 
contrast to the Siberian route, the cyclones associated with the Pacific route events had various tracks (Fig-
ure 7). Some of the cyclone tracks of the Pacific route events were similar to those of the Siberian route 
events (October 2009 and March 2010). On the other hand, some cyclone tracks were seen south of 45°N 
at the early stage of the Pacific route events (February 2008, April 2010, and February 2011). Thus, a clear 
pattern of the low pressure was not seen in the composited sea level pressure at the early stage of the events 
(Figure 8). The variation in the cyclone tracks of the Pacific route events suggests that the existence of a 
blocking anticyclone around the Bering Sea is more important to these events than the cyclone tracks. The 
eastward transport from the Asian continent occurred at a lower latitude compared to that of the Siberian 
route. Over the North Pacific, the midlatitude westerly winds were interrupted by a blocking anticyclone 
staying around the Bering Sea, and a northward wind prevailed at 45–70°N, 150–180°E. The East Asian BC 

IKEDA ET AL.

10.1029/2020JD033459

11 of 15

Figure 7. Cyclone tracks of individual events associated with (a) the Siberian route and (b) the Pacific route.
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was transported northward by the southerly wind over the North Pacific and reached the Arctic through 
the Bering Sea. The anticyclone around the Bering Sea had an essential role in the poleward transport. The 
composited geopotential heights showed a clear blocking pattern, and northward winds continued to blow 
on the west side of this high pressure. The anticyclone was characterized by staying around the Bering Sea 
for at least five days during the events. The high pressure was seen not only in the middle troposphere but 
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Figure 8. Composited black carbon (BC) column, horizontal BC fluxes, and geopotential height in the lower and middle troposphere for six events of the 
Pacific route. H indicates the location of the high-pressure center.
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also in the lower troposphere (850 hPa) and sea level pressure. The Bering Sea is one of the regions where 
blocking anticyclones most frequently occur in the Northern Hemisphere (Barriopedro et al., 2006).

The transport times from East Asia to the Arctic were 4–6 days and 5–7 days for the Siberian and the Pacific 
route events, respectively (Table 1). We estimated the transport times to the Arctic by tracking the plumes 
of East Asian BC based on the daily distributions. The transport patterns of the composite analysis for 
both pathways were similar to those of the case studies (Figures 2 and 3). The transport pathways of all 11 
events are shown in the supporting information, indicating that other events for each pathway also had 
similar transport patterns (see Figure S3). The poleward transport was caused by northward winds blowing 
west of the high-pressure anomaly for both route events. However, while the synoptic disturbance moving 
northeastward over eastern Siberia played an important role in the Siberian route events, the blocking an-
ticyclones staying around the Bering Sea caused northward transport for the Pacific route events. The East 
Asian BC was transported mainly in the middle troposphere into the Arctic. In the lower troposphere, the 
East Asian BC for the Pacific route was more widely distributed over the Arctic (>66°N) than that for the 
Siberian route. This is probably because the downward transport was caused by the high pressure staying 
around the Bering Sea as shown for the event in March 2011 when BC enhancement was observed even 
at the Arctic site. The Siberian route events occurred three times in spring, twice in autumn, and once in 
winter. On the other hand, the Pacific route events took place three times in spring, once in autumn, and 
once in winter. Thus, there is no clear difference in the season when the events of the two routes occurred 
during the period of 2007–2011.

4. Conclusions
We examined long-range transport events of BC and CO from East Asia to the Arctic during 2007–2011 
to elucidate the transport mechanisms and meteorological conditions. Using the CO column measured 
by the IASI satellite, we identified 11 events that were defined by episodic enhancements over the Pacific 
Arctic (160–200°E, 60–80°N). These events occurred six times in spring, three times in autumn, and twice 
in winter. We investigated the transport patterns and meteorological fields of each event on a daily scale 
using tagged BC simulations with the global chemical transport model GEOS-Chem and found that there 
were two distinct transport pathways from East Asia to the Arctic: The Siberian route and the Pacific route. 
We also confirmed that these two transport patterns could be distinguished in the CO plumes measured by 
IASI.

For the Siberian route, BC originating from East Asia firstly spread northeastward from northern China 
to the Sea of Okhotsk in the lower troposphere. The East Asian BC uplifted to the middle troposphere was 
transported northeastward over eastern Siberia and reached the Arctic. A low pressure passing from north-
east China to the Sea of Okhotsk played an important role throughout the event. For the Pacific route, the 
East Asian BC was exported to the Northwest Pacific through Japan, followed by a northward transport 
over the North Pacific and the Bering Sea. A blocking anticyclone that stayed around the Bering Sea and 
interrupted the westerlies played an essential role in the poleward transport because northward winds con-
tinued to blow west of this high pressure. During the event, BC enhancement was also observed at Barrow, 
suggesting that East Asian BC can be transported in the lower troposphere including near the surface for 
the Pacific route event. It has been reported that East Asian BC is transported to the Arctic mainly in the 
middle troposphere due to the uplifting during long-range transport. However, our result implies that East 
Asian BC can affect the Arctic climate due to deposition on snow and ice and reduce the surface albedo.

We then performed a composite analysis to clarify the key features of the transport patterns and the synop-
tic-scale meteorological fields of both route events. The composite also demonstrated the different transport 
pathways of the Siberian and Pacific routes. The composite sea level pressure for the Siberian route clearly 
showed a cyclone moving from northeast China to the Sea of Okhotsk. This is because the cyclones of 
the Siberian route events had similar tracks at relatively high mid-latitudes. The composite meteorological 
fields for the Pacific route showed a clear blocking high that stayed around the Bering Sea and interrupted 
the westerlies over the North Pacific. This anticyclone played a crucial role in the poleward transport of East 
Asian BC in the middle troposphere. Both the Siberian and Pacific route events most frequently took place 
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in spring, and thus there is no clear difference in the seasons when the events of the two routes occurred 
during the period of 2007–2011.

The findings in this study on the transport pathways and the associated meteorological conditions can 
provide valuable knowledge for the planning of field campaigns and model inter-comparison studies on 
long-range transport from East Asia to the Arctic. It was predicted that storm tracks in the extratropics 
would change in the future climate (e.g., Ulbrich et al., 2008), and thus these changes will affect long-range 
transport from East Asia to the Arctic. To examine the impact of the future climate on the transport from 
Asia to the Arctic, the transport processes indicated by the present study can be used as the characteristics 
of long-range transport from East Asia to the Arctic under the current climate. In future studies, it would 
be important to examine the transport of various air pollutants such as other aerosol species to the Arctic in 
addition to BC which was the main focus of this study.

Data Availability Statement
The model data is available from the NIES download site (https://fxp.nies.go.jp/
public/7GFMQA7mIIvALA8BRmdzbDsiOnOUBTgk5J6stTqltnCr).
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